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ABSTRACT. The purpose of this paper is to study the cohomology rings of universal com-
pactified Jacobians. Over the moduli space M, of nonsingular curves, we show that the
cohomology ring of the universal Jacobian is independent of the degree. Over the moduli
space My, of Deligne-Mumford stable marked curves with n > 1, on the one hand we show
that the cohomology ring of a universal fine compactified Jacobian is sensitive to the choice
of a nondegenerate stability condition which answers a question of Pandharipande; on the
other hand, we prove that the cohomology ring admits a degeneration via the perverse filtra-
tion which is independent of the (nondegenerate) stability condition. The latter defines the
intrinsic cohomology ring of the universal compactified Jacobian which only relies on g, n.

Our main tools include the support theorems, the recently developed Fourier theory for
dualizable abelian fibrations, and the universal double ramification cycle relations associated
with the universal Picard stack.

CONTENTS

0. Introductionl
[.__Jacobians]

2.

Compactified Jacobians|

B.

Fine compactified Jacobians|

I

Dependence on the stability]

[References]

0. INTRODUCTION

0.1. Overview. Throughout, we work over the complex numbers C.

19
29
39
58

The Jacobian variety associated with a nonsingular projective curve is a fundamental geo-

metric object. Universally, we can consider the relative Jacobian over the moduli space M,

of nonsingular genus g curves. The purpose of this paper is to systematically study the coho-

mology of the universal Jacobian over M, and its extensions over the moduli space M, ,, of

stable marked curves.
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Two subtle points arise along this path.

First, for different choices of the degree of the line bundles, the corresponding universal
Jacobians are generally not isomorphic (nor birational); see [I1, Theorem 1.7]. The degree 0
universal Jacobian is naturally an abelian scheme, and the degree g — 1 universal Jacobian
admits a natural geometric theta divisor via the Abel-Jacobi map. Hence, there is no a priori
reason to prefer one degree over another. Our first result (Theorem resolves this by
showing that the cohomology rings of the universal Jacobians, for any degree, are isomorphic.
This reduces the cohomological study of the Jacobian of any degree to the degree 0 case.

Second, when working over the moduli space of stable curves, the universal Jacobian ad-
mits compactifications known as universal fine compactified Jacobians; the geometry of a fine
compactified Jacobian depends on the choice of a stability condition. As we will show in
Theorem [0.6] the cohomology ring of a fine compactified Jacobian also depends on the chosen
stability condition. We will demonstrate in Theorem [0.7] that, although these cohomology
rings may differ, they admit a common degeneration. This degeneration is constructed using
the perverse filtration, and should be viewed as “the intrinsic cohomology ring” of the com-
pactified Jacobian over the moduli space of stable curves, which does not rely on the stability
condition.

We note that the perverse filtration has played a key role in the study of degenerations of
Jacobians of curves. For example, the perverse filtration associated with the Hitchin system
detects the weight filtration of the character variety via the (now proven) P = W conjecture
in non-abelian Hodge theory [13], 34} 25| [35]; the perverse filtration of a compactified Jacobian
calculates the Gopakumar—Vafa invariants associated with a (possibly singular) curve [37],
and is closely related to knot invariants [48), 38, [43]. In this paper, the natural appearance of
the perverse filtration is due to its compatibility with the Fourier transform developed in [35].

0.2. Jacobians. Let M, be the moduli space of nonsingular projective irreducible curves of
genus ¢g. The degree d universal Jacobian J;]i parameterizes pairs

(Cyp, L), [Ch] € My, Le Picd(Cb);
it admits a natural morphism
g - Jg — Mg, (Cb,L) = [Cb]

which is smooth and proper. As we mentioned earlier, the geometry of Jg is sensitive to d.

We consider the singular cohomology H *(Jg, Q), which is naturally a graded algebra over
H*(Mg,Q) via pullback and cup-product. Our first result shows that the cohomology of Jgd
is independent of d.

Theorem 0.1. For integers d,d’, there is an isomorphism
H*(J],Q) =~ H*(J;,Q)
of graded H*(M,, Q)-algebras.
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We refer to Theorem and Corollary for a precise stronger statement. In fact, the
cohomology H*(J, g, Q) is naturally bigraded with the second grading given by a splitting of the
Leray filtration associated with g : Jg — Mg; the isomorphism in Theorem is bigraded.

Remark 0.2. More generally, if we consider the universal Jacobian over the moduli space M, ,
of curves with n markings, the universal curve over M, , then admits a section if n > 1. In
particular, in this case all the universal Jacobians of different degrees are identified via the
section. Therefore Theorem [0.1] is nontrivial only when n = 0.

0.3. Compactified Jacobians. We consider a partial compactification of My,

M, M" © M,
where ﬂ;‘“ is the moduli space of integral stable curves. For any degree d, the universal
Jacobian 7y : Jg — M, admits a natural extension

—int d

JCJ

Here jignt7d is the degree d universal compactified Jacobian parameterizing pairs (Cy, F') with
[Ch] € Mlg“t an integral stable curve and F a (generically) rank 1 torsion-free sheaf on Cj
satisfying

X(F)=d+1—g
The universal compactified Jacobian admits a natural proper morphism

d .

T Jmt M;nt, (Cb,F) s [Cb]

extending the smooth morphism 7y : Jg — M. For a singular nodal curve

[Cy) € My \ My,

the fiber 7;*([Cy]) is the compactified Jacobian associated with the curve Cy, which is irre-
ducible and contains the Jacobian of C} (parameterizing line bundles) as a Zariski dense open

subset.

—int,d —int,d

——int
— M,

— the perverse ﬁltratlon [10]:

The map mg : J, endows the cohomology H*(J, ™, Q) with an extra structure

1nt d lnt ,d lnt ,d

,Q) = H* (7,4, Q).

The following theorem was proven in [35], which shows that the degeneration of the cohomology
H*(J, T d, Q) via the perverse filtration is a bigraded H*(M lgnt, Q)-algebra.

(1) PoH*(J, ", Q) C PLH*(J, ",Q) C --- C PyyH*(J,

Theorem 0.3 ([35]). The perverse filtration is multiplicative with respect to the cup-
product, i.e., for integers k,l we have

1nt d —int,d —int,d

U: PkH*( ,Q)@PH*(J @)—)Pk+lH*(J ,Q)
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In particular, the associated graded
qunt’d = @ Germ(j;nt’d, Q)
k,m
——int

is a bigraded H*(M, ", Q)-algebra induced by the cup-product.

By definition, any element in H m(ﬂig‘“,(@) has bigrading (0,m). Clearly, Hi}nt’d is iso-
morphic to H* (jlgm’d

following result shows the d-independence of the algebra qunt,d'

,Q) as Q-vector spaces, but the ring structures may be different. The

Theorem 0.4. For integers d,d’, there is an isomorphism
int,d ~ myint,d’
™ ~ H
of bigraded H*(Mig“t, Q)-algebras.

We in fact prove a stronger statement concerning a family of integral locally planar curves;
see Theorem [2.6] and Corollary [2.7] This recovers Theorem [0.4] immediately since nodal sin-
gularities are planar.

We can also consider the universal compactified Jacobian over the locus of integral curves
in My,; but as in Remark there are obvious isomorphisms between the compactified
Jacobians of various degrees as long as n > 1.

Remark 0.5. It is natural to ask if there is an isomorphism
,Q)
of graded H* (ﬂ;nt,(@)—algebras without passing to the associated graded. In view of Theo-

—int,d —int,d’

H* (7", Q) ~ H*(T,

rem below, we expect that the answer is negative.

0.4. Fine compactified Jacobians. Next, we consider the moduli space ﬂg,n of stable
curves with n markings. In order to further extend the compactified Jacobians to the locus
of reducible curves, stability conditions are needed. In this paper we work with the stability
conditions introduced by Kass—Pagani [27], and independently by Melo [39].

Roughly, a stability condition in the sense of [27] is an assignment of a rational number to
every irreducible component of every stable marked curve

(Cb7 L1,y 7:671) S Mg,nv

satisfying certain compatibility conditions. When we fix the degree d, the space of stability
conditions has a wall-and-chamber structure. The universal fine compactified Jacobian for
a given stability condition is the moduli space parameterizing rank 1 torsion-free sheaves on
stable marked curves which satisfy the stability inequality. We denote it by 73:2 to indicate its
dependence on the genus g, the number of markings n, the degree of the torsion-free sheaves
d, and the stability condition ¢. For a nondegenerate stability condition ¢, i.e., there are
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no strictly semistable sheaves, the universal fine compactified Jacobian T4 s a nonsingular

g,n
proper Deligne-Mumford stack which contains the universal compactified Jacobian of integral
curves as a Zariski dense open subset.

The following shows that the cohomology ring of 7;% depends on the stability condition ¢;

this answers a question of Pandharipande [51, Question A].

Theorem 0.6. For g > 4 and any integers d,d’', there exist nondegenerate stability condi-
tions ¢, ¢’ of degrees d,d' respectively such that

( 7Q)¢H*( gl 7@)
as graded H*(Mg1,Q)-algebras.

On the other hand, we may consider the perverse filtration Py H*(J j s Q) associated with

the natural proper morphism
q - J 74) n " M

and the associated graded

133 = QT H" L)
Theorem 0.7. Assume that ¢,¢' are nondegenerate stability conditions of degrees d,d' re-
spectively, and that n > 1. We have the following.

(i) The associated graded HE% is a bigraded algebra over H*(Mgy, Q) with elements in
H™(Mgn,Q) of bzgmdmg (0,m).
(ii) There is an isomorphism
HES ~ HE ¥

g7n -

of bigraded H* (Mg, Q)-algebras.

Theorems [0.6] and [0.7] suggest that the induced cup-product on the associated graded with
respect to the perverse filtration is “intrinsic” to the moduli space of stable marked curves.

Remark 0.8. When n = 0, nondegenerate stability conditions of degree d exist if and only if
(2) ged(d+1—g,29 —2) = 1;

see [27, Remark 5.12]. Thus, the best we can expect is that both statements of Theorem
hold for those values of d satisfying the numerical condition . Our proof does not cover this
case due to the absence of a nondegenerate stability condition of degree 0.

We note that the proof of Theorem [0.7] also yields a parallel result for fine compactified
Jacobians of a reduced locally planar curve which may be of independent interest. To state
the result, now we assume that Cy is a reduced locally planar curve of arithmetic genus g.
For any choice of a nondegenerate stability condition ¢, i.e., there are no strictly semistable
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sheaves, Migliorini-Shende—Viviani [44)] introduced a perverse filtration on the cohomology of
the corresponding fine compactified Jacobian

(3) PyH*(72,,Q) C PLH*(J2, Q) C -+ C Poy H* (T4, Q) = H* (T, Q).
Similarly, we consider the associated graded

¢
Hg, = P Gl H™(J¢,. Q).
k,m
Theorem 0.9. Assume that ¢, ¢’ are nondegenerate stability conditions for the reduced locally
planar curve Cy. We have the following.

(i) The associated graded H(go is a bigraded Q-algebra.
(ii) There is an isomorphism
H%O o~ ]HI%O
of bigraded Q-algebras.

Theorems[0.7]and [0.9)are deduced from a more general sheaf-theoretic statement for relative
fine compactified Jacobians associated with locally planar reduced curves; see Theorem [3.13]

0.5. Ideas of the proofs. The key idea in the proofs of Theorems and is
the observation that the Fourier transform controls the cup product. For example, to show
the d-independence of the cohomology ring of the universal Jacobians J, g over Mg, we establish
a Fourier transform connecting Jg with Jg , which allows us to relate the cup-product for Jg
to the convolution product for Jg:

(4) (H*(Jy,Q),V) «— Fourier Transform — (H"(J;,Q), *").

Then the d-independence of the cup product is reduced to the d-independence of the convo-
lution product, which is more manageable. This proves Theorem

To carry out this idea when there are singular curves, we apply the Fourier transform
induced by the sheaves constructed by Arinkin [3] and Melo-Rapagnetta—Viviani [41] for the
Fourier-Mukai duality. By the recent work of Maulik—-Shen—Yin [35], the Fourier transform
interacts naturally with the (multiplicative) perverse filtration. Furthermore, we show in this
paper that the Fourier transform and the induced cup product on the associated graded (with
respect to the perverse filtration) provides an analogue of when there are singular curves.
For example, in the setting of Theorem [0.7] we have

(5) (Grf]if*(jd’qs Q),U) +— Fourier Transform — (Ger* (70,¢>0 @),1?8(1)

g,n’ gn

where ¢g is a fixed nondegenerate stability condition and 1?6(1 is the reduced convolution
product — the natural convolution product on the associated graded. Again, we complete the
proof of Theorem [0.7 by showing that the reduced convolution product on the right-hand side
of , which a priori relies on ¢, is in fact independent of d, ¢.
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From the perspective of the Fourier transform, the induced cup product on the associated
graded with respect to the perverse filtration is a more natural ring structure on the cohomol-
ogy group of the universal compactified Jacobian. We view this as the intrinsic cohomology
ring of the universal compactified Jacobian; this ring is defined via a choice of compactifica-
tion, but is eventually independent of the compactification. It is interesting to explore if the
intrinsic cohomology ring can be realized geometrically, i.e., as (part of) the cohomology ring
of some space related to the universal Jacobian.

On the other hand, we prove in Theorem that the actual ring structure of H* (j;l:i, Q)
is very sensitive to the choice of nondegenerate stability condition ¢; this can already be seen
by considering monomials of divisors on fine compactified Jacobians.

0.6. Relations to other work and further discussions. We conclude the introduction by
discussing some relations to other work.

0.6.1. Compactified Jacobians. There are other versions of (relative) compactified Jacobians,
which generalize the ones given by the polarization stability condition considered in this paper;
we refer to [49, 23] and the references therein for more details. We expect that our theory via
the Fourier—-Mukai duality and the support theorem can also be applied to these versions.

0.6.2. Enhanced x-independence. The relative Jacobian (of a given degree) of the moduli space
of nonsingular degree d planar curves admits a natural compactification by Le Potier [31].
The Le Potier moduli space M, parameterizes semistable 1-dimensional sheaves on P? with
Fitting support of degree d and Euler characteristic x. We assume (d,x) = 1 so that the
moduli spaces are nonsingular; a story parallel to the case of stable curves is expected to hold
for this compactification:

i) The cohomology group H* (Mg, Q) is known to be y-independent [12] [33].
’X
(ii) The ring structure of H*(Mg,, Q) is highly sensitive to x [32].
(iii) It was conjectured by Kononov—Moreira—Lim—Pi that the associated graded

Gry H*(Ma,y, Q)

with respect to the perverse filtration (defined by the support map Mg, — |Op2(d)|)
is naturally a Q-algebra induced by the cup-product, which is further y-independent;
this was confirmed for d =5 [28].

Since the Le Potier compactification of the relative Jacobian of planar curves contains fibers
which are not given by fine compactified Jacobians of reduced curves, our theory (which relies
on the Fourier-Mukai duality) cannot be applied to prove the conjecture (iii). On the other
hand, the recently discovered P = C' phenomenon for Mg, [29} 28] suggests that a version of
the Arinkin sheaf may be extended over the non-reduced planar curves.
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0.6.3. Lagrangian fibrations. In general, the induced cup product — assuming it is well defined
— on the associated graded with respect to the perverse filtration does not yield the same ring
as the ordinary cohomology ring (e.g. one can compare Theorem with Theorem . On
the other hand, it was conjectured (c.f. [3, Section 3]) that the perverse filtration associated
with a Lagrangian fibration f : M — B admits a multiplicative splitting (even motivically);
in particular, one expects an isomorphism

(6) (Gr¥H*(M,Q),0) ~ (H*(M,Q), ).

For Lagrangian fibrations associated with compact hyper-Kéahler varieties, this was proven
in [53] using the Hodge decomposition and the Looijenga—Lunts—Verbitsky Lie algebra; for
the Hitchin system associated with GL,, this is a consequence of the P = W conjecture [13,
34, 25, [35].

The isomorphism @ is further expected to hold sheaf-theoretically over B, and the discus-
sion above suggests that its obstruction is global. Hence, we expect that the “local” perverse
filtration admits a multiplicative splitting. This, combined with Theorem leads us to
conjecture the following.

Conjecture 0.10. Under the assumption of Theorem for the nondegenerate stability
conditions ¢, @', there is an isomorphism

* 7¢ * 7¢,
H (JCO7Q) ~H (‘]C'O?Q)
of graded Q-algebras.

0.6.4. Intrinsic tautological ring. For fine compactified Jacobians js:z over the moduli space
of stable curves, the universal family induces a natural notion of tautological subring
RH*(T,7) € H* (7,3, Q);

we refer to Section 4.2 and the references therein for details.

In analogy with the intrinsic cohomology ring, it is natural to take the associated graded
of the tautological ring with respect to the perverse filtration
(7) RH%S := @D Grf RH™(T0%)  HES.

k,m

Question 0.11. Does the isomorphism in Theorem (m) respect the subring 2 If so, can
we describe the structure of Rngg?

0.7. Acknowledgements. We are grateful to Dima Arinkin, Soumik Ghosh, Sam Molcho,
Miguel Moreira, Rahul Pandharipande, Weite Pi, Aaron Pixton, and Johannes Schmitt for
helpful discussions. The results proven here were first presented by J.S. and Q.Y. in the
workshop “A Saturday of Moduli” at ETH Ziirich in June 2025.
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1. JACOBIANS

This section focuses on nonsingular curves and their Jacobians. We consider Jacobians of all
degrees associated with a family of nonsingular curves, and show that their cohomology rings
are all isomorphic and hence independent of the degree; see Theorem and Corollary
for precise statements. The proof closely follows the arguments of Beauville [8] [9].

1.1. Fourier transforms. Let C' — B be a smooth projective family of irreducible curves of
genus g over a nonsingular irreducible quasiprojective base variety B. Later, B can also be
the moduli stack of nonsingular curves M,; see Remark For any integer d, let

mq:JE — B

be the associated Jacobian family of degree d line bundles. Note that by [42], in general Jg is
a fine moduli space if and only if

ged(d+1—g9,29g —2) = 1.

To overcome this issue and to make use of the Poincaré line bundle, we follow the strategy
of [35] with simplifications in the nonsingular case; see Remark
We choose a multisection

(8) DcC—B

finite and flat of degree r over B, whose existence is guaranteed by the quasiprojectivity of B
and by applying [14, Theorem 1.1]. By Bertini we may assume D to be nonsingular. For
any B-scheme T, a flat family of degree d line bundles

Floms CxpT
over T is said to be trivialized along the multisection D if there is a specified isomorphism
Norm(}"%\DXBT) ~ Or.

Here Norm : Pic(D xp T) — Pic(T) is the norm map with respect to the finite and flat
morphism D xp T — T see [55, Tag 0BD2]. Then, by considering families of line bundles
trivialized along D, we obtain a u,-gerbe

J& — Jg
equipped with a universal line bundle
(9) er S COh(C XB jg)(l),

where Coh(C xp jg)(l) is the isotypic category consisting of coherent sheaves on which the
action of g, is given by the character A — A!; see [35], Section 4.2] for more details.
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Remark 1.1. A subtle difference between the trivialization process here and in [35 Section 4.2]
is the norm map versus pushing forward and taking the determinant. The norm map, being
a group homomorphism, has better functorial properties and results in a better-behaved uni-
versal line bundle @D On the other hand, when dealing with rank 1 torsion-free sheaves we
do not have a norm map at hand, hence the treatment in [35, Section 4.2].

Throughout this section we set
jcv = jg, va~ = Jg, 7 i=mp: J&/’ — B
and let J¥ serve as the dual to jg for all d € Z at once. By [35], Proposition 4.3], there exists
a Poincaré line bundle
Pd € COh(j&«/ X B jg)(d,O)

where the subscript (d,0) specifies the character A — A% (resp. A — ) of the p,-action on
the \76\/ (resp. jg) factor. The Poincaré line bundle induces a Fourier—Mukai transform

FMpa : DCoh(J)(—q) = D"Coh(JE) o)

between the corresponding isotypic bounded derived categories. Its inverse is given by the
Fourier—-Mukai kernel

PH™L = (PHY ® Pirawga sl € DPCoh(TE x5 T (0.—ay

where p gd jg X B jcv — jg is the projection and w J4/B is the relative canonical bundle
of J¢ — B.

The quasiprojectivity of B also ensures that the Deligne—-Mumford stack jg is a quotient
stack. We can then make use of the Chow theory of quotient stacks [I8| 19] to define the
Chow-theoretic Fourier transform. More precisely, we set

(10)  §=> "3 :=ch(P%) € CH*(J xp J&), Tt :=ch(P?) € CH(JS xp J&)

where all Chow groups and rings are taken with Q-coefficients, and the Chow groups of

gerbes are identified with those of the coarse spaces. We view §¢ as a mixed-degree Chow

correspondence between J and Jg, whose inverse is defined accordingly via Riemann—Roch:
F) =N e CH (JE x5 JY), (87! € CHI(JE xp J).

7

We have
(11) [Aga/pl =310 F) " € CHI(JE xp JE), [Ayypl=(F) 10§ € CHI(JE x5 I¢)

where [A iy gl (resp. [A;y/p]) is the relative diagonal class of 74 (resp. 7V), and serves as the
identity element in the ring of Chow self-correspondences.

Two main ingredients in establishing Theorem [I.7] are the Fourier vanishing and the convo-
lution product, which will be addressed in the next two sections.
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1.2. Fourier vanishing. For the smooth family 7y : Jg — B, the full Fourier vanishing (FV)
refers to the following statement.

Proposition 1.2 (Fourier vanishing). For all i+ j # 2g, we have
(FV) (395" o8 =0€ CH™ (] xp J&).
We first develop some consequences assuming (FV). We define, for 0 < i < 2g, Chow
self-correspondences
(12) i =50 (55, € CHI(JE x5 JE), b} = (§);" 0§35, € CHI(JE x5 J).

For dimension reasons, the relative diagonal class [A iy gl (xesp. [A;y,p]) decomposes as

2g 2g
[Agaypl =80 F) 7 =308 [Agysl= @) oF =D n
i=0 1=0

Applying (FV), we find immediately the relations

pd i=
pdopt = o
0 i#J;

in other words, the Chow self-correspondences p¢ are pairwise orthogonal idempotents. We

also have the corresponding statement for the pY which furthermore justifies the notation.

Proposition 1.3. For 0 < i < 2g, the Chow self-correspondences p; in are pairwise
orthogonal idempotents which are independent of the degree d.

The proof of Proposition will be given at the end of this section, after the proof of (FV).
As our applications are mostly cohomological, we shall state some results in terms of con-
structible sheaves. We consider the derived pushforward of the constant sheaves

14:Qa, 7/ Qy € DY(B)

in the bounded constructible category of B. Here and throughout, all pushforward, pullback,
and tensor functors are derived. The Fourier transform and its inverse induce morphisms
of the (shifted) pushforward complexes via the cycle class maps

CH!(JY xp J&) — HY(JY xp J&, Q) ~ Hom py ) (m) Q. 70 Q 5 [20 — 29)),
CH(J& xp JY) — H¥(J& x5 J%, Q) ~ Hom py ) (7 Q ga,, 7/ Q720 — 2));
see [35 Section 2.2.2]. We thus obtain the sheaf-theoretic Fourier transform

(13) 5= ng : TFL/QJé — Wd*QJg[—], 3,‘5 : WXQ% — Wd*@Jg [2i — 2¢]

and its inverse

@) =@ maQu = Q-] @D ma Qe — m/Qy (20 - 2],

(2
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The Chow self-correspondences in then induce (unshifted) endomorphisms
= 3’;1 o (3‘1)5914 : 7T(JZ*QJ(U% — 7T(JZ*QJ(UEJ
d\—1 _ ~d
;=8 0yt I Quy = T Quy-

By (FV) and Proposition the sheaf-theoretic p¢ (resp. py) are pairwise orthogonal idem-
potents satisfying

29
d d - d
(14) idry0,, = o (§¢ sz, id Oy = FH o => ")
e i=0 i=0
This, together with the fact that the category D2(B) is pseudo-abelian [I5, Lemma 2.24],
yields natural decompositions of the pushforward complexes 74, Q g and m/Q Y-

Proposition 1.4 ([I7, Remark 2 after Corollary 3.2] and [35], Corollaries 4.6 and 4.7]). The
identities induce direct sum decompositions

29

maxQ g = ED(M*QJg)(i), (14 Q ya) 5y = Im(pf) € DY(B),
=0
29

Q=P Q)i (W Qe = Im(p)) € DY(B).

1=0
Moreover, for 0 < i < 2g we have

(maxQa ) (i) ~ Hi(ﬂd*@Jg)[—i]7 (1 Quy) iy = H' (m/ Q) [—].

Note that the decomposition theorem [16] for smooth maps is in general not canonical;
the content of Proposition [I.4] is that the Fourier transform provides a natural choice for
both 74 : Jg — B and 7" : JY% — B. Taking global cohomology, we obtain direct sum

decompositions
H*(J&,Q @H* (J&, Q). H*(JE Q) = Tm (p!: H*(JE, Q) — H*(JE,Q))
The proof of (FV), following Beauville, uses the “multiplication by N” map of the abelian
scheme J/:
(15) [N]: JY% — J%, N eZ.

It is ultimately reduced to the following lemma.

Lemma 1.5. For N =1 (mod ), we have

([N] x id g ) ex (P4 = Ney(PY) € CHY(JY x5 J&).
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Proof. First, for N =1 (mod r), we consider the N-th tensor power of the universal sheaf
(fv)®N € COh(C XB jc\’/)(l)

Since the norm map is a group homomorphism, we obtain a trivialization along the multisec-
tion D in :
®N
VYN v
Norm ((]: )® ‘DXBJC\;«/) o~ (Norm(]: |DXBJCV))

This yields a morphism

IN]: J& — T&
lifting and under which we have
(ide x [N])*FY ~ (FV)®N € Coh(C x5 JY).

Next, we compare the pullback of the Poincaré line bundle ([N] x id jg)*Pd with (P9)&N,
both living in Coh(JY X p jg)(d,o) for N =1 (mod r). In fact, for the purpose of the first
Chern class (with Q-coefficients) it suffices to perform a base change along D — B and
compare the pullback of the line bundles. In other words, up to replacing B by D, we may
assume that C — B also admits a section

(16) s:B—C.
The section yields another untwisted universal line bundle
F' € Coh(C xp JY)

which is trivialized along both SJY ng — C xp Jg and the zero section O : C — C xp Jg.
After the natural identification

COh(C XB ng) ~ COh(C XB jC\’/)(O)

we have
FV o~ F ®p*Jg£ € Coh(C xp va)u)a

where £ € Coh(J)(1) is a line bundle and pgy:C xp Ty — JY is the projection. We then
switch back to the multisection D in and find

Norm(]—"v|DXBng) o~ Norm(f'|DXng) ® LO ~ Ogy-
Hence
(17) LET ~ Norm(]—“’]DXBij)V € Coh(jcv)(o).
The section in also identifies Jg with Jg. Let

P’ € Coh(J¢ xp J&)
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denote the pullback of the normalized Poincaré line bundle on J x g Jg via this identification.
Then, by [35, Corollary 4.5], we have

(18) Pl P @ p}Cw@d € Coh(TY x5 T&) (a0)-
Applying ([V] x id Jg)* on both sides, we find
([N] x idza)*P? = ([N] x id 7a)*P' @ plyy [N]* L5
~ (P")*N @ plyy [NT'L5 € Coh(Te! X TE) 4.0)

where the second isomorphism follows from properties of the normalized Poincaré line bundle.
For comparison we also

(PPN = (PN @ ply (L) *N € Coh(T x5 TE) (40)-
Therefore, to prove the lemma it suffices to show

(19) [N]*c1(£) = Nei(£) € CHY(JY).
This is a consequence of : in fact, viewing £ as an untwisted line bundle on the abelian
scheme 7V : J% — B, we know from that £®" is fiberwise homologically trivial, and that
the pullback of L& along the zero section 0 : B — J/% is trivial. Using the see-saw theorem[46),
I1.8], this implies

[NT*LET ~ (LE")®N ¢ Coh(JY)
and hence

[N]*(re1(L)) = Nrey (L) € CHY(JY),
which gives after dividing by r. U
Proof of Proposition[1.3. The second identity in immediately implies for k # 2g,
>N o =0e CHMI(JY xp JY).
i+j=k

We now apply ([N] x id;y)* to the identity above. For N =1 (mod ), we find

([N] > id )" ( > (%d)j‘lo%?) = Y @) o (V] x idjg>*chz-(7>d)
i+j=k i+j=k
([N] x ide)*cl(Pd)i
= > @)t .
zJ;k i!
= Y N@EH; s,

it+j=k

where the last equality uses Lemma [1.5] Hence for k # 2g, we have

> NUF; o =0 CH (Y xp I
i+j=k
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for infinitely many integers N, which implies the vanishing of each individual term on the
left-hand side. U

Proof of Proposition[I.5 We have

AJV/B sz ) ([N] X lngY)*p;/ = N2giipzy

where the second identity follows from the previous proof. By [I7, Theorem 3.1], these iden-
tities already force the pY to coincide with the unique pairwise orthogonal idempotents con-
structed by Deninger—Murre for the motivic decomposition of the abelian scheme J. (]

1.3. Convolution. For the smooth family 7y : J‘é — B, the convolution product
4. DY Coh(J)(—a) x D'Coh(TY)(~a) = D"Coh(T)(—ay
is by definition the Fourier dual to the usual tensor product on DbCoh(jg)(O), i.e.,
F 5 G := FM(pa)-1(FMpa(F) @ FMpa(G)), F,G € D’ Coh(J¢)(—a)
In terms of Fourier—Mukai kernels, this corresponds to the convolution kernel

(20) K= (PY) " 0 Opem o (PIRIPT) € D'Cob(Jer x 3 & %8 I¢)dd-a):

C

Here OAsm is the structure sheaf of the p*3-gerbe over the small relative diagonal
a5 Hy -8

sm d d d
Jg/BCJC XBJC XBJC

which is the kernel for the tensor product on DbCoh(Jg)(o), and again the subscript (d, d, —d)
specifies the characters of the three u,-actions.
Similarly, the Chow-theoretic convolution product is defined via the convolution class

(21) = (3 o [A%E plo (37 x %) € CH(J¢ x5 J¢ x5 J¢)

viewed as a correspondence between J % x g J% and the third factor J%. Note that ¢4 is a priori
both of mixed degree and dependent on d; however, the following proposition shows otherwise.

Proposition 1.6. For any integer d, the convolution class €¢ in is represented by the
relative graph of the group law of the abelian scheme w : J¥ — B:

+:J(\§XBJ(\§—>J(\§, G+CJ5XBJ5XBJ&/~,

i.e., we have
¢l =[Gy € CHI(JY xp Jb xp JY).

In particular, €% is pure of codimension g and is independent of d.
D
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Assuming Proposition we may abbreviate €4 to € and derive some immediate cohomo-
logical consequences. Via the cycle class map

CH'(J& xp J& x5 J&) — H*(J4 xp J& x5 I, Q)
~ Hompy(p) (1, Qy @ 7/ Qy, m/ Q20 — 4g])
the codimension g class € induces the convolution product

(22) « 1 m/Quy @™/ Quy — 7/ Quy [~29];

sSm

see [35, Section 2.2.3]. Similarly, the codimension 2g class [A%] y ) induces the usual cup
C

product
U: Fd*@]é & Wd*QJg — Wd*@]é-

The two product structures are interchanged by the Fourier transform and its inverse:
we have a commutative diagram

WX@Jg ®7T*VQJg — W»YQJg[—QG]
(23) |seese s
1axQa [~] © T Qya [-] —— 71axQua[-].
In this diagram, the vertical arrows are a priori mixed-degree correspondences; we do not yet

specify the shifts in the bottom row, which will become clearer in the next section. Taking
global cohomology, we also obtain a commutative diagram

H™(J¢, Q) ® H™(J¢, Q) —— H™"29(J%, Q)

l@d®3d l@d

H*(J¢,Q) @ H*(JE, Q) —=— H*(JZ, Q).

The proof of Proposition follows the same lines as (FV) and traces back to properties
of the convolution kernel (20)).

Proof of Proposition[I.6. The statement for d = 0 is classical; see [30, Theorem 1.3.1]. We
now show that the Chern character of the convolution kernel

ch(K?) e CH*(J x5 J xp J%)

is independent of d. Since the relative Todd classes are pulled back from the base and are
obviously independent of d, by applying Riemann—Roch we obtain the same statement for
arbitrary d. As in the proof of Lemma [I.5] up to a finite flat base change along D — B we
may assume that C' — B admits a section ((16)).

Let G, denote the uX3-gerbe over the relative graph G, of the group law of 7V : J& — B.
For d = 0, the Poincaré line bundle P? is untwisted, and Mukai’s original argument [45] (3.7)]
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shows that KU is just the structure sheaf Og .. More generally, we have by that K% is the
pushforward to J xp J& xp J of

P @ ps L2 @ ps L% € Coh(G1)(ad—a)

where the p; : G4 — J¥ are the three projections and the rest of the notation is as in the

proof of Lemma [I.5]
Therefore, by Riemann—Roch it suffices to show
(24) a(piLepsLopsL’) =0e CHY(GY).

Arguing as in the proof of Lemma we consider £®" viewed as an untwisted line bundle on
the abelian scheme 7V : JY% — B. Since L®" is fiberwise homologically trivial and pulls back
trivially along the zero section 0 : B — J, the see-saw theorem implies (see [46] I1.8])

+*LOT ~ pi LO @ psLP € Coh(J x g J4)
or equivalently
PiLET @ psLET @ piLPT) ~ 0 € Coh(Gy).
Hence
rel(piL @ p3L @ p3LY) = 0 € CHY(G),
which gives after dividing by 7. O

1.4. Degree-independence. We are ready to state and prove our main theorem for Jacobian
families of nonsingular curves.

Theorem 1.7. Let 74 : J& — B and 7 : J% — B be as in Sectz’on and recall the
decompositions of the pushforward complexes from Proposition [1.7)
(i) (Strong Fourier-stability) For integers i,j,k with 0 < 1,5 < 2g, the restriction—
projection of &g to
3 (W Quy) e = (a4 Q 7 ) () [2k — 29]
is nonzero only if j = k = 2g — 1. Similarly, the restriction—projection of (Sd)lzl to
d\ —
FHt: (ma+Q 4 ) i) = () Q) (5)[2k — 29]

is nonzero only if j = k = 29 —i. There are mutually inverse isomorphisms

LB
(Y Q) 2g-0)[29 — 2i] === (70:Qa)i)-
(5030,

(ii) (Strong multiplicativity) For 0 < 4,5,k < 2g, the restriction—projection of the cup-
product U to

U (maxQya) ) @ (max Qe ) () = (manQya ) (i)

is nonzero only if k =1+ j.
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(iii) (Degree-independence) For integers d,d’, there is an isomorphism
Wd*QJg, = Wd’*QJg’ € DIC)(B)

which is compatible with the decompositions (as in Proposition and the cup-
products on both sides.

Proof. By definition, the first restriction—projection in (i) is induced by the Chow correspon-
dence

(25) pfoiop! =)o (3,0 Fion
Applying (FV), we see that is nonzero only if j = k, in which case we find
590 (85, 0850p) =Ffopy, jopi.
The pairwise orthogonality of the p) from Proposition shows that is nonzero only
if j = k = 2g — i. The second restriction—projection comes from the Chow correspondence
py o F); opl =p) 0 (3" 08 0 ()5

which for the same reason is nonzero only if j = k = 2g —i. The third statement in (i) follows
from the first two together with the identities .

For (ii), we perform Fourier transforms as in , and apply (i) to get a commutative
diagram

(M Quy) 29129 — 28] @ (1) Q) (29—5) [29 — 25] —— (M Qy)(29-1)[29 — 2K]
:l%? ®S? :l&z

(Wd*QJg)(i) ® (Wd*QJg)(j)

(TaxQ 50 ) ()

Looking at the top row and comparing with the shift in , we see that for the bottom row

to be nonzero we must have

29 — 2k — (29 —1) — (29 — j) = —2g,

e, k=147.
Finally, for any integer d, we have by (i) mutually inverse graded isomorphisms
29 5d 29
@(W:f@%)(zy—i) 29 — 2i] ——— P (ma:Qa)(3)-
. dy—1 A C
=0 a(F )Qg_i =0

Moreover, by (ii) the above isomorphisms are compatible with the convolution product on
the left-hand side and the cup-product on the right-hand side. This proves (iii) as both the
decomposition and the convolution product on the left-hand side are independent of d, by
Propositions and The proof of Theorem is now complete. O

The following corollary is immediate after taking global cohomology.
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Corollary 1.8. For any integer d, the cohomology
H*(J&,Q) = D H™(JE, Q)
is a bigraded H*(B,Q)-algebra. For integers d,d’, there is an isomorphism
H*(J¢, Q) ~ H*(JE, Q)
of bigraded H*(B,Q)-algebras. O

Remark 1.9. (i) So far our argument has been purely Chow-theoretic; the same argument
would prove that the Chow ring CH*(J&) is, as a bigraded CH*(B)-algebra, indepen-
dent of d.
(ii) Although we assumed the base B to be a nonsingular quasiprojective variety, Theo-
rem and Corollary [I.§ hold equally for the degree d universal Jacobian

Wd:J;l—>./\/lg

over the moduli stack of nonsingular curves of genus g. The quickest way is to add a
level ¢ > 3 structure to obtain a finite Galois cover of M, by a nonsingular quasipro-
jective variety B. The multisection D in is chosen to be invariant under the
Spey(Z/lZ)-action. The rest of the argument is obviously independent of the level
structure.

2. COMPACTIFIED JACOBIANS

We proceed to integral locally planar curves and their compactified Jacobians. We begin by
reviewing results in [35] which provide a new characterization of the perverse filtration on the
cohomology of a compactified Jacobian family and establish its multiplicativity. We then prove
that the associated graded with respect to the perverse filtration has a ring structure which is
independent of the degree of the compactified Jacobian; see Theorem and Corollary

2.1. Perverse filtration. Let C — B be a flat projective family of integral locally planar
curves of arithmetic genus g over a nonsingular quasiprojective base variety B, and for any
integer d, let

ﬂ'd:jdc—>B

be the associated compactifed Jacobian family parameterizing degree d rank 1 torsion-free

sheaves. We assume that the total space jdc is nonsingular. Of particular interest is the
——int

case B = M,
treating ﬂ;ﬂt as a nonsingular quasiprojective variety is the same as in Remark (ii), where

i.e., the moduli stack of integral stable curves of genus g. The reason for

one replaces the level ¢ structure by the level structures constructed in [I] for all of M, ,.
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The Beilinson—Bernstein—Deligne-Gabber decomposition theorem [10], applied to the proper
map mg : jdc — B and the constant sheaf de , yields a non-canonical decomposition
C

29
(26) Wd*@jfé ~ @Hflk)a Hflk) = kaerlmB(Wd*dec)[—k — dim B] € DY(B).
k=0

Here PH'(—) is the i-th perverse cohomology functor. What remain canonical are the per-

verse truncation functors P7<e(—),P7>e(—) applied to the pushforward complex Wd*de : for
- - C

0 < k < 2g, there are natural distinguished triangles

1

p7'§k+dimB(7Td*thé) — Wd*deC — pTZk+1+dimB(7rd*Qj —,

a)
C
- +1
(27) pTSk—HdimB(Wd*@jé) p7§k+dimB(7Td*@jdc) — H‘(ik) — .

Taking global cohomology and setting
PH*(76,Q) o= I (H (B reieraim (7 Q) = H'(BomaQ0) = H' (76, 0)).
we obtain the perverse filtration
PH* (76, Q) € PIH*(J6,Q) C -+ C PoyH* (g, Q) = H' (¢, Q)
and the canonical identification
Grf H*(7¢., Q) = H*(B, H{,,).

2.2. Perverse filtration via Fourier. A new characterization of the perverse filtration
P,H* (T(lj, Q) (as well as its sheaf-theoretic counterpart) was given in [35] using Fourier trans-
forms. We review the construction and key results needed for the main Theorem These
results will be axiomatized and extended to more general situations in Section

As in the nonsingular case we fix once and for all

<V =0 =V
Jo=Jo, wi=m:Jo— B.

The perverse truncations Pr<e(m, Qyv ), Prse () Qjé ), the shifted perverse sheaves HE/.), and
< V)T

the perverse filtration Py H *(7%, Q) are defined accordingly.
By considering families of rank 1 torsion-free sheaves trivialized along an r-fold multisection

D cC — B,

whose existence follows again from [I4, Theorem 1.1}, and by applying Arinkin’s construc-
tion [3], we obtain a Poincaré sheaf

P € Coh(T¢ x T&)ao)
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on the relative product of certain p,-gerbes 72,7(10 over jé,jcé; see [35, Proposition 4.3].
We then use singular Riemann-Roch for quotient stacks [18, [19] to defined the Chow-theoretic
Fourier transform

— —d — —d
=35l e CH.(J& xp Te), §¢ € CHayivaimp (T x5 JT¢)
and its inverse

37 = Y@ € CRL.(TE x5 70), F7 € CHayoiyam (T x5 T0)

(2

see [35, Sections 2.4 and 4.4]. Further, under the cycle class maps
—=V —d —V —d
CH?gfierimB(Jc XB Jc) — HE}EQHQdimB(JC XB JCa Q)
~ Hom py ) (7 Qg 7 Q50 20 — 29]),
—d —=V —d —=V
CHagivamB(Jo X8 J0) = Hi oy oaimp(Jo X8 J 0, Q)
~Y \/ ) ) [e—
- HomD’g(B) (ﬂ-d*deCa Ty QJé [2Z 29])7
we obtain the sheaf-theoretic Fourier transform and its inverse

(]

(Sd)fl _ Z(gd)l—l . Wd*Qfé — WXQjé[_L (Sd)l_l . ﬂ'd*(@jé — W:‘/Qjé [Qi — 29];

(2

see [35, Section 2.2.2].
The starting point is the following weaker version of the Fourier vanishing, as compared
with Proposition |1.2

Proposition 2.1 (%Fourier vanishing [35], Sections 3.5 and 4.4]). For all i + j < 2g, we have
(3FV1) (§9); " 08 =0 € CHyyijramB(J¢ xB J0),

_ —d —d
(%FVQ) 3’; o (3d)z‘ '=o0e CH3g*i*j+dimB(JC’ xpJo).

Note that only (3FV1) was stated and used in [35]. Here for our purpose we shall need
(1FV2) whose proof is identical to that of (3FV1); see also [36, Proposition 2.9].
We define for 0 < k < 2g Chow self-correspondences

_ —d _ —d
pLi = > F7 0 (§)29-i € CHyyaimB(Jo x5 JC),

i<k
ply = Z(gd);l o 3gg—z‘ € CHg-l-dimB(jé x5 J0).
i<k

With half of the Fourier vanishing (3FV1) (resp. (1FV2)) we can only conclude that the p‘i i
(resp. pék) are semi-orthogonal idempotents, i.e.,

pliopl, =pl,, pLopl=pL. k<L
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The same statements hold for the induced sheaf-theoretic idempotents

Py —Z%d (§) gg ; Wd*@*d _>7Td*Q*d7

i<k

p\ék = Z(gd)l—l 2g i VQ*V — Ty Qf

i<k

Again, we can talk about the image of the sheaf-theoretic pik (resp. p¥,) since the cate-
gory D(B) is pseudo-abelian [I5, Lemma 2.24]. The following_result crugially relies on the
full support property of the pushforward complexes Wd*Qfd and 7. Q- viwe will come back
to this point later in Section [3]

Theorem 2.2 (Realization [35, Corollary 4.6(ii)]). For 0 < k < 2g, the natural inclusion
Im(p2 B) — Wd*de realizes the perverse truncation
- C

pTSk—i—dimB(ﬂ'd*de ) — 7"'d*(@jd
C C
and provides a non-canonical splitting
(28) TdxQqa > pTgk—i-dimB(Trd*de ) ® pTZk—i—l—i—dimB(Trd*de ).
C C C
Similarly, the inclusion Im(p\ék) — WXQjé realizes the perverse truncation
p . V- VO=

and provides a mon-canonical splitting

(29) Wl/@jé ~ p7§k+dimB(7T¥@jé) ® pTzk+1+dimB(7T*v@jé)-
Here the splitting (resp. ) is given by the image of
| i>k+1

and respectively,
. dy—1 _ ~d
(31) q\ék-i-l = 1d7r*VQjé - p\ék = Z (89);  ©0 8% W»YQjé - W;/Qjé'
i>k+1

Remark 2.3. Unlike in Proposition[L.3] this time we do not claim the Chow (or sheaf-theoretic)
idempotents p\ék to be independent of the degree d. Each image Im(p\ék) € DIC’(B), on the
other hand, is canonically isomorphic to P7<jtdim (7Y Qjé ) and hence independent of d.

An important outcome of Theorem is the multiplicativity of the perverse filtration
P H* (Té, Q). There is also a stronger, sheaf-theoretic version concerning the cup-product

(32) U: Wd*deC & Wd*dec — Wd*@jdc'
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Theorem 2.4 (Multiplicativity [35, Corollary 4.6(iii)]). For integers k,l, the perverse trun-
cation

U: pTSk—&-dimB(ﬂ'd*de ) X p7-§l—l—dimB(ﬂ'd*(@jd ) — Wd*de .
C C C
of the cup-product in (32|) factors through
U: pT§k+dimB(7Td*@j%) ® p7§l+dimB(7Td*@jté) — p7§k+l+dimB(7rd*dec)-

In other words, the composition

@]
pTgk—i-dimB(Trd*dec) ® pTgl—i-dimB(Trd*dec) — Wd*@j«é ® Wd*@jfé - Wd*dec
— Tzk+l+1+dimB(7Td*Q7dC)

18 zero.

As a result, the cup-product naturally descends via to a collection of morphisms

Setting the sheaf-theoretic associated graded

29

(34) H' = P H € DUB),
k=0

we obtain a cup-product

(35) U: 1@ HE— H?

making H? a graded ring object in D%(B). Note however that and are in general not
compatible with the non-canonical isomorphism .
The proof of Theorem 2.4 again involves the convolution product defined via the Chow class

eli= (3t o A%t o (3! x§) € CH.(Jc x5 T¢ x5 TC),

where A%‘S 5 C 7?; XB jdc X B jé is the relative small diagonal responsible for the cup-
product . A key step in establishing Theorem is a dimension bound
(36) Q:d S CH§29+dim B(jé X B jé XB jé)

which is weaker than the pure codimension g statement in Proposition The proof of the
dimension bound further traces back to the support of the convolution kernel

(37) K= (P 0 Opm o (PTRP?) € DPCon(T ¢ x5 T i %8 T ¢)(dd—d)-

70/3

Here Opsm s the structure sheaf of the p.*3-gerbe over A% : see [35, Section 4.4].
7e/B Jo/B
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Via the cycle class map
=V =V =V -V =V =V
CHezgraimB(Jo xB 0 x5 T&) = HEY) o aim (T& xB ¢ x5 TG, Q)
~ Hom () (7, Qzv, ® 7/ Qv , m/ Qv [> ~2g])
the class €7 induces the sheaf-theoretic convolution product
) Quy @ m/Qy = m/Quy[>—2g];
see [35], Section 2.2.3]. By definition, there is a commutative diagram interchanging the two
product structures
d
W»YQjé ® W»Y@jé — WXQjé [>—2g]
(38) J&d@)&d i&d

s Qa [~] @ M2 Qa [-] — s Qya [-]-

We are particular interested in the lowest codimension (=g) component of ¢4 in (136); we
call it the reduced convolution class

(39) ¢la€ CH?Q—&-dimB(jé x5 Ji X J6)-
The following proposition is crucial to the proof of the degree-independence Theorem [2.6((iii).
Proposition 2.5. The reduced convolution class fofed n is independent of the degree d.

Proof. Since the convolution kernel ¢ in is shown in [35 Proposition 3.2 and Section 4.4]
to be supported in codimension g, the component fofed is simply given by the fundamental
class of the codimension g support of K¢ On the other hand, [35, Corollary 4.5] shows that
étale locally the % only differ by tensoring a line bundle, and hence have the same support.
In particular, the class Qﬁfed is independent of d. O

Therefore, foed can be abbreviated to €,¢q, and induces a reduced convolution product
(40) tred 1 1y Qry @ m/Qy — 1/ Qy[~29]

which is independent of d.
We finish with a brief summary of the parallel statements in global cohomology.

(i) The cohomological Fourier transforms induce two sequences of semi-orthogonal idem-
potents pé k,p\ék, which give a new description of the perverse filtrations

PLH*(J&,Q) = Im (ply, - H*(JE, Q) — H'(J¢,Q))
PH* (T, Q) = Im (py : H* (T, Q) = H'(J(,Q))
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(ii) The perverse filtration Py H* (jdc, Q) is multiplicative with respect to the cup-product,
i.e., for integers k,[ we have

«—d «—d «—d
In particular, the associated graded

(41) H := @ Grf H™(T¢, Q)

k,m
inherits a cup-product
U:H@H? - H

making it a bigraded H*(B,Q)-algebra. By definition, elements in H™(B,Q) have
bigrading (0, m).

(iii) There is a commutative diagram

wd

H™ (76, Q) @ H' (16, Q) — H>"9(]5,Q)
l%d@)gd l%d
H*(J¢, Q) ® H*(J6, Q) —— H*(J¢, Q).
Moreover, the reduced convolution product
fred : H™ (76, Q) © H"(J, Q) — H™%9(]¢, Q)

is independent of d.

2.3. Degree-independence. Our main theorem for compactified Jacobian families of inte-
gral locally planar curves is the following.

Theorem 2.6. Let 74 : jcé — B and 7 : jé — B be as in Sections and .

(i) (Weak Fourier-stability) For integers k,l, the perverse truncation
37 Prehpam B(m) Qgv) — TaxQ5a 2] — 2g]
c c
is zero if | < 2g — k, and factors through
3 p7'§k+dimB(7Tl/Qjé) — p7§l+dimB(7Td*@jé)[2l — 2¢]
if l > 29 — k. Similarly, the perverse truncation
@D Prekdim B(maxQga ) = 7/ Qg [21 — 2g]
C C
is zero if | < 2g — k, and factors through

FH; L p7§k+dimB(7Td*Qj<é) — pTgl+dimB(7Tl/Qjé)[21 — 2¢]
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ifl >29g—k. For0 <k <2g, Sg and (Sd)ggl_k induce mutually inverse isomorphisms

=d
k

Sk 44

(42) Hz/Qg—k) [29 - 2]6‘]
GOy

(ii) (Multiplicativity for *.q) For integers k,l, the perverse truncation
*red 1 P T<hdim B(T Qv ) @ Pr<iaim 5(m/Qgy) = 7/ Qg [-29],
of the reduced convolution product in factors through

*red © pT§k+dimB(7T:</Qjé) ® pTngimB(W*ijé) - p7§k+lf2g+dimB(7T>\k/Qjé)[_29]7

In particular, the reduced convolution product descends to a collection of morphisms
(43) *red ,HE/]C) & IHE/Z) — ,Hz/k—i-l—Zg)[_Qg]‘

(iii) (Degree-independence) The graded ring object H® € DY%(B) in is completely deter-
mined by the morphisms ¥eq. In particular, for integers d,d’, there is an isomorphism

He~H € DY(B)
of graded ring objects.

Proof. Essentially all three parts are consequences of the %Fourier vanishing. We begin with
part (i). In view of the realization Theorem for the first statement of (i) it suffices to show

(44) §lopl =0, I<29—Fk
(45) q%l—i—l o gfl =0,
where q‘él 41 is defined in (30). Expanding the left-hand side of both equations

Siople =D o F); 0¥

i<k

041087 = > Fo(§)5 08,

i>l+1

we see that (resp. (45)) follows directly from (3FV2) (resp. (3FV1)). The second state-
ment of (i) is parallel.
To prove we first observe that

(3291 0 PLo1 = 0;
hence (3%)5, 917 i descends to a well-defined morphism
(Sd)Q_gl—k: : 7-lflk) - HE/Zg—k) [29 - 2k]
Similarly, S% descends to a well-defined morphism
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To show that they are inverse to each other, we consider the identities
d d dy— d d d\-1_ .d
p<y =370 (F9) ! Op<k = Z §2g—i© (3 0Py
i>2g—k

(46) =3Fio (Sd)Q_gl—k: opli+ D 9, io (N opdy

i>2g—k

where the second identity holds both by (%FVI) and for dimension reasons. Now the condi-
tion ¢ > 2g — k translates to 29 — ¢ < k, which implies that the entire second term in
factors through

p7§k+dimB(7Td*Q7d ) = pTSk—1+dimB(7Td*de ).

C C
Therefore we have
id = gz e} (%d)ggl—k . Hzlk}) — H((ik)
The other direction is parallel. This proves (i).
For (ii) we consider via the identity

>|<d — (3;d)71 oUo (gd ® Sd)
For dimension reasons we then have

(47) *red = Z Z(Sd)ggl—i—j oUo (gfl ® S;i)

J

Again, in view of the realization Theorem to prove (ii) it suffices to show

Vv Vv \Y% _
03 kti+1-2g © *red © (P<p ® PL) =0

where q\z/k Hlp1-2g 18 defined in . We expand #,oq using , and find

0%t 111-2g © *red © (DL @ PL))
= Z Z q\Z/kHJrlng ° (3d)2_gl—z‘—j oUo ((ﬁl oply) ® (3? ° P\g/l))
T g
= > > ko2 0§y 0 Vo (B opki) @ (85 0 p¥)
i>2g—k j>29—1

where the second identity uses (%FVQ). This time the conditions ¢ > 2g — k and 7 > 2g — [
translate to

2g—1—3<k+1-2g.
But then we have
dy—1
q\z/k+l+172g o (¥ )29—i—j =0

for such i,, k,1 by (3FV2). This proves (ii).
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For (iii) we consider the following diagram

Moy iy[29 — 2K @ HYy, (20 — 2] —=% HY, 129 — 2k — 21]

(48) EIRRCOR e 5| e
d d u d
Hiyy @ H{) Kty

where the top and bottom rows are given by and , respectively, and the vertical arrows
are isomorphisms by . We claim that the diagram commutes. Indeed, decomposing

d d .d._V v v
=" sl xe e Qry @/ Quy = 7/ Qy[2¢ — 4g]
c2g

according to the codimension, we have %% = %,.q. There are identities

Uo (bl @pd)) =§% o+ o (3" opdy) @ (39 " opdy))
(49) = Z Z Z ggg—i—j—c ° *f ° (((5(1);1 ° P%k) ® ((gd)j_l o P%z))

c2gi>2g9—k j>2g—1

where the second identity uses both (%FVl) and dimension constraints. We observe that
contains the term

§ier 0 trea o (334 0 p) @ (331 0pL))
and all the other terms satisfy
bg—i—j—c<k+1L
By (i), this means that all the other terms in factor through
pT§k+dimB(7Td*Q7cé) ® pT§z+dimB(7Td*dec) — p7§k+l—1+dimB(Wd*ng)

and hence descend to zero. This shows the commutativity of the diagram (48)).
Finally, for any integer d, we conclude from (i) that there are mutually inverse graded

isomorphisms
R o8l 2 d
(50) HY = D Hy k(29 — 2K] P Hf,) =1
k=0 B9, k=0

Moreover, by the commutative diagram , the above isomorphisms are compatible with
the reduced convolution product ¥,,q on the left-hand side, and the cup product U on the
right-hand side. This proves (iii) since by Proposition the product *..q on the left-hand
side is independent of d. The proof of Theorem [2.6] is now complete. O

We deduce immediately the d-independence of the associated graded H? in by taking
global cohomology.
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Corollary 2.7. For integers d,d’, there is an isomorphism
H¢ ~ HY
of bigraded H*(B, Q)-algebras.

Remark 2.8. 1t is natural to ask if Corollary [2.7 also holds at the Chow level. The question is
whether there is a canonically defined Chow-theoretic perverse filtration P.CH*(jé), which
in particular satisfies

P,CH*(J¢) = Tm (p% : CH*(J() — CH*(J ()

regardless of the degree d; see also Remark The answer is expected to be yes assuming
certain Bloch—Beilinson type motivic conjectures in the relative setting.

3. FINE COMPACTIFIED JACOBIANS

As we see in Section [2] the main geometric ingredients in treating the associated graded
with respect to the perverse filtration are

(i) Ngd’s full support theorem;
(ii) a theory of Fourier transforms.

In the first part of this section we describe a general framework handling the cohomology ring
of a dualizable abelian fibration, extending [35]. Then in the second part we apply this to
fine compactified Jacobians of reduced locally planar curves both in the global and the local
settings, and prove Theorems and respectively.

Remark 3.1. Strictly speaking, the cases discussed in Sections [1] and [2] fall outside the frame-
work of dualizable abelian fibrations. Instead, they can be viewed as “twisted” variants.
Because these sections focus on degree independence, where normalizations and gerbes play a
crucial role, we address them explicitly and do not incorporate them into the general frame-
work. This clarifies the main ideas while also helping to avoid overly heavy notation in the
framework.

3.1. Dualizable abelian fibrations. We recall the notion of dualizable abelian fibration
following [35].

We say that m : M — B is an abelian fibration if both M and B are nonsingular varieties,
7 is flat and proper, and the restriction of M to a certain nonempty open subset

My —-UCRB
is an abelian scheme.
We say that 7V : MV — B is dual to the abelian fibration 7 : M — B, if 7V : MY — B is
an abelian fibration and there exists an open subset U C B over which m and 7V form dual

abelian schemes. We say that
P € D’ Coh(M" xp M)



30 Y. BAE, D. MAULIK, J. SHEN, AND Q. YIN

is a normalized Poincaré comple, if the restriction of P to My Xy My recovers the normalized
Poincaré line bundle £. Here My, My are dual abelian schemes over some open U C B.

Definition 3.2 (Dualizable abelian fibration [35]). A dualizable abelian fibration consists of
the following data

(M,B,M",P,K).
Here w : M — B is an abelian fibration of relative dimension ¢ with a dual abelian fibration
7V : MY — B satisfying the following.
(al) (Poincaré) There is a normalized Poincaré complex P € D?Coh(MY xp M) which
admits an inverse P~! € D?Coh(M xp MV), i.e.,
P roP ~ (’)AMV/B, PoP * ~ OAM/B'

(a2) (Convolution) There is an object K € D*Coh(MY x5 MY x5 M") supported in codi-
mension > g, which satisfies

(51) Pok ~ OART/B o (PR P).

Here A?@‘/ g C M xpM xpgM is the small relative diagonal, and OA%?/ . o(PXP) stands
for composing P with OA?C?/B via the first (resp. second) factor of M xp M xp M.
We refer to K as the convolution kernel.

(b) (Support) Both morphisms 7,7 have full support, i.e., every simple perverse sheaf
that appears in the pushforward complex m,Qys or 7/Qysv has support B.

We denote by FMp : D*Coh(MY) — D’Coh(M) the Fourier-Mukai transform associated
with P. Then the object K in (a2) induces a convolution product

s : DCoh(M") x D’ Coh(M") — D°Coh(M"Y), F %G = p3.(p}F @ p3G @ K)
where the p; : MY xg MY xg MY — MV are the three projections. We have by definition
FMp(F % G) ~ FMp(F) @ FMp(G), F,G € D’Coh(M").

Remark 3.3. We refer to [35, Section 1] for more details and explanations on dualizable abelian
fibrations. Note that there is a minor difference between the definition above and the one
in [35]. The condition (b) in [35, Definition 1.2] only requires that 7 has full support; here for
our purpose we need both maps 7,7 to have full support in order to relate the projection
operators on each side with the perverse filtration.

Following [35, Section 2.4] (see also Section [2.2)), the Poincaré complex P and its inverse
P~! induce the Chow-theoretic Fourier transform

F=> 8 € CH. (MY xg M), Fi€CHyyiraimp(M" xp M)
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and its inverse

=) 8" eCH.(M xpM"), F;'e CHyy iramp(M xpM");
5

they also act sheaf-theoretically as in Section

3.2. Cup-product, Fourier vanishing, and convolution. We define the shifted perverse
sheaves H ;) associated with the decomposition of the pushforward complex 7,Qps as in ;
a key observation of [35] is that the compatibility of the perverse truncation functors and the
cup-product (a.k.a. multiplicitivity) for dualizable abelian fibrations is governed by certain
Fourier vanishing results.

Definition 3.4 (}Fourier vanishing). The conditions (3FV1) and (3FV2) refer to the follow-
ing statements: for all ¢ + j < 2g, we have

(3FV1) 3 0Fi=0€ CHay i jyamp(M" x5 M),

(3FV2) §j08; ' =0€ CHsyi_jraimp(M x5 M).

By [35, Theorem 2.6(iii)], if the dualizable abelian fibration satisfies (3FV1), then the mul-
tiplicitivity holds for the perverse truncation functors. In particular, we obtain the following.

Theorem 3.5. Assume that the dualizable abelian fibration
(M,B,M",P,K)

satisfies (%FVl). Then the cup-product on m.Qpr induces a cup-product on the associated

graded
2g
U: Har @ Har = Har,  Har := @ Hey € DYUB).
k=0
In particular, we may view Hy € DY(B) as a graded ring object endowed with U.

Theorem [3.5{ only needs (1FV1) on MV x g MV. The argument in Section [2| shows that, if
we also have the other (%FVZ), then we may describe the graded ring object H s associated
with M using the convolution kernel K on MY xg MY xg M.

More precisely, we consider the Chow-theoretic convolution class
¢:=F ' o[ATplo (§ xF) € CH(MY xp MY xp M").
Using and singular Riemann—Roch (see [35, Lemma 2.8]), we also have
¢ = td(—pioTmvxzmv) N T(K)

where p1o : MY xg MY xg MY — MY xpg MV is the projection to the first two factors,
Tarvx v is the virtual tangent bundle of the l.c.i. scheme MY xp MV, and 7(—) is the
Baum-Fulton-MacPherson tau-class. In particular, the dimension bound in Definition [3.2|(a2)
implies

¢e CHS29+dimB(Mv XB MY XB Mv).
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We then consider the codimension g component of €:
(52) Qred € CHgg+dimB(Mv XB Mv XB Mv)
which we call the reduced convolution class.

Theorem 3.6. Let (M, B, MV, P,K) be a dualizable abelian fibration satisfying both (%FVl)
and (%FV2). Then the graded ring object Hyr € D8(B) is completely determined by the reduced
convolution class Croq in . In particular, given two dualizable abelian fibrations

(M,B,M",P,K), (M',B,M",P'.K')
satisfying (3FV1) and (3FV2), we have two convolution classes

¢, ¢ € CHoogtaimp(MY xp MY x5 M)
induced by KC, K’ respectively. If we have a match for the reduced parts

Cred = Ceq € CHagraimp(MY xg MY xg M),
then there is an isomorphism
Hyr ~ Hyp € DY(B)

of graded ring objects.

Proof. The proof is essentially identical to the one given for compactified Jacobians associated
with integral curves in Section [2] For a dualizable abelian fibration

(M? B? MV7P7 IC)?

we show that the graded ring object Hjs is isomorphic via the Fourier transform to Hrv
endowed with the convolution product induced by €.oq, as in . The proof of Theorem
works verbatim, since the only geometric inputs required are
(i) the dimension bound for the support of the convolution kernel K,
(i) the 3Fourier vanishing, and
(iii) the full support property of 7, ",

all of which remain valid in the general setting. The rest of the argument is entirely formal. O

Remark 3.7. Under the assumption of Theorem [3.6] statements parallel to Theorem [2.6] hold.
Our result also shows that the induced cup product on the associated graded of the cohomology
with respect to the perverse filtration
Hyy := @ Grf H™(M, Q)
k,m
only relies on the reduced convolution class €,.q on MY xg MY x g M". As in Remark the

parallel statements at the Chow level is conditional on certain Bloch—Beilinson type motivic
conjectures.



THE INTRINSIC COHOMOLOGY RING OF THE UNIVERSAL COMPACTIFIED JACOBIAN 33

In the next sections, we apply Theorem to fine compactified Jacobians over the moduli
space M, ,, of stable marked curves, and for versal deformations of a reduced locally planar
curve, which completes the proofs of Theorems and

3.3. Relative fine compactified Jacobians. Let C' — B be a flat projective family of con-
nected reduced locally planar curves of arithmetic genus g over a nonsingular base variety B,
with a section s : B — C' through the smooth locus of C' — B. Let g : J% — B be the relative
Picard space parameterizing pairs

(Cy,Lp), Lye J%b,

where Cy, C C'is the fiber over a closed point b € B and Ly is a multidegree 0 line bundle on C,.
The commutative group scheme J%b is irreducible, admitting a Chevalley decomposition

0—>Rb—>J%b—>Ab—>0

with R, an commutative affine group and A, an abelian variety. This defines a constructible
function
523—)220, b'—)dil’an.

For an irreducible closed subscheme Z C B, we define §(Z) to be §(b) with b € Z a general
closed point; alternatively, we have

d(Z) = min{d(b), b € Z}.
Following [47], we say that C' — B is 0-regular, if we have
07 < codimp(2)

for any irreducible closed Z C B.

To study fine compactified Jacobians in the relative setting, we consider the polarization sta-
bility conditions of Esteves [20]; this specializes to the stability conditions of Kass—Pagani [27]
and Melo [39] for the universal curve over My ,,, and the stability conditions considered in
Migliorini-Shende—Viviani [44] for versal deformations of a reduced locally planar curve.

Since the explicit form of a stability condition is not important for our purpose, in the
following we only describe the definitions of stability conditions and relative fine compactified
Jacobians briefly; we refer to [40] for more details. We mainly need the existence of relative
fine compactified Jacobians and some properties which we will emphasize.

Recall that a polarization ¢, of degree d on a connected reduced curve C} is an assignment
of a rational number to each irreducible component of Cj, whose total sum over all irreducible
components is d. A polarization as above yields a stability condition for CY%, which allows us to
consider stable and semistable rank 1 torsion-free sheaves on C} via inequalities with respect
to ¢p. A stability condition ¢y is called nondegenerate if there are no strictly semistable
sheaves. In this case, the fine compactified Jacobian jg’; is the moduli space of ¢p-stable
rank 1 torsion-free sheaves on Cj. For two different nondegenerate stability conditions ¢, ¢},
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associated with the same curve (Y, the fine compactified Jacobians 722,72%} are birational but
are not isomorphic in general; see [40, Theorem B].

Now we consider the relative case. A polarization stability condition for the family C — B
is a polarization on each closed fiber C}, which is compatible with specializations [40, Section 5].
Once we fix a polarization stability condition

¢ = {¢v, b € B}
for C' — B which is nondegenerate (i.e., each ¢} is nondegenerate), we can consider the relative
fine compactified Jacobian
™ j(é — B
parameterizing (Cy, F},) with F}j a ¢p-stable rank 1 torsion-free sheaf on Cj.

Remark 3.8. Strictly speaking, the relative fine compactified Jacobian 721 may be an algebraic
space. But for the purpose of proving Theorem[0.9one can always perform an étale base change
over B so that jﬁ} stays a scheme.

For the rest of this section, we assume that we are given a family of curves C' — B as above,
and two nondegenerate (polarization) stability conditions ¢, ¢" of degree 0, satisfying

(i) the family C' — B is d-regular, and
(ii) the total spaces of the associated relative fine compactified Jacobians

J— — A
W:J%—>B, WIZJ2—>B
are nonsingular varieties.

We note that 72 contains a Zariski dense open subset J‘g parameterizing line bundles. The
normalized (with respect to the section s : B — C') Poincaré line bundle £ is well-defined over

JE x5 TG U TS xp IS,

and it can be extended to a maximal Cohen—Macaulay sheaf

P = j.L € Coh(T4 x5 T2)
via the open embedding

g JE ><37¢5U70' xp JE %70/ xp T
this was proven in [41] which was built on Arinkin’s construction [3].
Theorem 3.9 (|3, [41]). The Fourier—Mukai transform
FMp : D’ Coh(J%) — DPCoh(J)

is an equivalence, whose inverse

FMp-1 : D’ Coh(J%) — DPCoh(J%)
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is induced by

pt.=pY ®p*jdéwj¢é/3[g] € DbCoh(jg XB 7%).

Here Pye jg XB 7?} — 72 is the projection.
(&

For the triple (jg, B, 731), Theorem (3.9 guarantees (al) of Definition |3.2{ with the Poincaré
complex given by the Fourier-Mukai kernel P. For (a2), we also need to consider the convo-
lution kernel
(53) K:=PloOpm o(PRP)e D'Coh(J¢ xp J¢ xp T0)

J%/B
associated with P, where Asjrf; 5 is the relative small diagonal.

C
Next, we describe the support of K. Let B® C B be the largest open subset such that the
restriction of ¢ — B, denoted by C° — B°, is smooth. Then the restriction of both 7’
to B° are identical to the Jacobian fibration

7 Jo — B°.
The restriction of the convolution kernel K over B° is the structure sheaf of the relative graph I
of the group law of 7° (denoted G4 in Section [1.3):
I :={(Cy, L1, Lo, L3) € J2 xp J xp J%, be B°, Ly, Ly, L3 € Pic’(C}), Ly ® Ly = L3}.

The following proposition is a slight extension of Arinkin’s support property [35, Proposi-
tion 3.2]. It plays the role of (the easier) Proposition in the case of integral curves.

Proposition 3.10 (Reduced convolution class). The support of the convolution kernel
Supp(K) C 7‘2’ Xp 7‘3’ Xp jc/.
is of codimension g. Moreover, the Zariski closure
chg xng xBjc/
is the only codimension g irreducible component of Supp(K); in particular, the codimension g

support of K is independent of the stability condition ¢.

Proof. The proof is parallel to that of [35, Proposition 3.2]; the arguments there need to be
generalized from integral curves to reduced curves, and this was already worked through in [41]
(in order to establish Theorem [3.9). For the reader’s convenience, in the following, we explain
in more detail that the J-regularity assumption not only guarantees that the support of K is
of codimension ¢ as in [35, Proposition 3.2], but also determines the support completely as
stated here in the proposition.

We consider

Ks = pios. (Pi4P @ p3yP @ psyP) € D'Coh(J¢: x5 Jor x5 (o)
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where the p; i, pi;; are the natural projections from 72/ X ng X ng X Bj(é. The convolution
kernel is governed by Ks; it suffices to show that the restriction of 3 over B\ B° has
codimension > g.

We consider b € B\ B° (in particular, 6(b) > 0), and a point

(F1, Fa, Fs) € Zy = Supp(K3) N (T22)*%.

By an identical argument as in the proof of [35, Proposition 3.2], we have

3
(54) Q(Filey) = Ocye
i=1
where C;® C C}, is the regular locus; we note that [35, Proposition 3.2] only handles inte-
gral locally planar curves, but the proof of [41, Proposition 6.3] generalizes all the relevant
arguments to reduced ones.
Next, we recall the natural action

pp: o % (Ta)S = (Ta)yS, (LR, FaFy) = (Lo F, Lo F, L@ Fy).
It is a smooth morphism of relative dimension g. Hence we have

(55) codim(j% (Zy) = codim (u;l(Zb)> .

¢!
Cb)><3 J%bX(JCbb)XB
Let
_ —
Op = My NZy) — (Jc’;,)xg

be the composition of the natural inclusion 1 *(Z;) < J%b X (722 )*3, and the projection to

the second factor; every closed fiber of o} lies in the irreducible group variety J%b. By the
proof of [3, Corollary 7.6], (54) implies that any closed fiber of o3, has dimension < §(b), while
a fiber over any closed point lying in the Zariski dense open subset

¢/ 7¢/
(JCZ)X3 - (Jcbb)X3
is O-dimensional. In particular, for each b € B we have

(1 Z)) > g = 8(0)

codim s
Jéb X (Jcb)

which by (55) further implies
codim _ Zy) > g —0(b).
(le; yx8 (Zs) (b)

Consequently, we deduce from the §-regularity of C' — B that there is no irreducible codi-
mension g component contained in the support of K3 over B \ B°. This completes the proof
of the proposition. O
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Remark 3.11. Arinkin’s arguments [3] can further be applied to show that K is a Cohen—
Macaulay sheaf supported on the Zariski closure of I'. This is not needed for our purpose, and
we leave it to the interested reader.

By Theorem and Proposition the data
(7¢, B, T&, P, K)

satisfy both (al, a2) of Definition Recall the Fourier transforms §, §~! induced by P, P!
respectively. We note that the %Fourier vanishing also follows from the §-regularity of C' — B.

Proposition 3.12 (%Fourier vanishing [35, Section 3.5]). For all i+ j < 2g, we have
(AFV1) 37 0% =0€ CHyyijramp(Jo x5 J0),

(3FV2) 308 =0€ CHygoijramp(Jo x5 T0)-

Proof. The proof is identical to that in [35], Section 3.5] for integral curves. The d-regularity

is used here in a parallel way as in the proof of Proposition [3.10] Indeed, instead of K3, we
consider another sequence of objects

K(N) := P~ Lo (i,P)®N € D'Coh(T4 x T%), N € Zsg

where i : jg xgJo = j?v X jg is the closed embedding. These objects are supported on

j(g XB jg, and we can deduce the codimension estimate
m_y g K >
codlmjg T (Supp(lC(N))) >yg

by a similar proof as for Proposition using d-regularity. Then an argument via the Adams
operations as in [35, Section 3.5.2] yields the desired (3FV1).
The other half (1FV2) can be deduced similarly; see [36, Proposition 2.9]. O

As before, let ’H?k) be the shifted perverse sheaves associated with the decomposition of the
pushforward complex W*ng as in . The following theorem is an application of Theorem
to relative fine compactified Jacobians.

Theorem 3.13. With the notation as above, assume that both morphisms
W:j(g—>B, ﬂ'lzjg—>B
have full support. We have the following.
(i) The associated graded
2g
H? == DU, € DYB)

k=0
s naturally a graded ring object induced by the cup-product on 71'*@7¢.
(e}
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(ii) There is an isomorphism
H ~ H? e DY(B)
of graded ring objects.
Proof. For (i), we first note that
(56) (T4 B, T8 Pogr . Kow)

is a dualizable abelian fibration; here we add subscripts for the Poincaré sheaf P and the
convolution kernel K to indicate the dependence on the stability conditions. Indeed, as we
mentioned before Proposition (al, a2) of Definition are satisfied, and (b) is also
satisfied by the assumption of the theorem. Therefore, we obtain (i) from Theorem and
Proposition 3.12

Now we prove (ii). By setting ¢ = ¢’ in , we obtain another dualizable abelian fibration

7¢/ 7(25/
(57) (Jes By J ey Pyrgrs Kyrgr)-

Proposition [3.10] implies that the reduced convolution classes associated with Ky and Ky g
respectively coincide; both are given by

[F] S CHZg—f—dimB(j?j XB j% XB jg)
Therefore, we obtain (ii) by applying Theorem to and . O

Remark 3.14. We note that 5—rerity of C' — B is not sufficient to guarantee the full
3.2

support property (i.e., Definition [3.2(b)) of m : 72 — B. For example, an elliptic fibration

with reducible fibers is always d-regular, but it has 0-dimensional supports.

3.4. Proofs of Theorems and Theorems [0.7] and [0.9] are immediate consequences
of Theorem [3.13

Proof of Theorem[0.7. We consider the universal curve
(58) Cyn — Myn

over the moduli of stable marked curves (or rather, the base change to the moduli of stable
marked curves with a level structure constructed in [I]). Since we assume n > 1, there is a
section through the smooth locus of the family. Using this section, universal fine compactified
Jacobians of different degrees are identified. So we only need to prove that

0.6~ 00
Hg7n - H‘g?n

with ¢, ¢’ nondegenerate. In view of Theorem it suffices to check that

(i) the universal curve is d-regular,
(ii) the universal fine compactified Jacobian Tg)ﬁ is nonsingular, and

(iii) the morphism 7 : jg:i — M, has full support,
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Indeed, (ii) is given by [27, Corollary 4.4]; (i) and (iii) are given by [44, Fact 2.4 and
Theorem 1.9]. This completes the proof. U

Proof of Theorem[0.9 We can use a nonsingular closed point on the reduced locally planar
curve Cy to reduce to the case where both ¢, ¢’ are nondegenerate stability conditions of
degree 0 for Cj.

Under the assumption of Theorem [3:13] for any closed fiber Cj, of the family C' — B there
is a multiplicative perverse filtration

PyH*(T3,.Q) € PUH"(T(,Q) C -+ C PyyH* (T3, Q) = H(3;,. Q).
so that the associated graded Hgl; is a bigraded Q-algebra; for two nondegenerate stability
conditions ¢, ¢, we further have an isomorphism of bigraded Q-algebras:

b TP

b

Therefore, to prove Theorem [0.9] it suffices to check that for any reduced locally planar
curve (Y, there is a §-regular family C' — B containing Cy as a closed fiber, such that

(i) any nondegenerate stability condition of degree 0 for Cp can be extended to a nonde-
generate stability condition for C — B,

(ii) the relative fine compactified Jacobian associated with the nondegenerate stability
condition given by (i) is nonsingular, and the morphism to the base has full support.

Indeed, both (i) and (ii) are guaranteed by taking a versal deformation C' — B of Cj as
in [44, Facts 2.3, 2.4, and Theorem 2.12], and the proof is complete. O

4. DEPENDENCE ON THE STABILITY

In this section we complete the proof of Theorem [0.6] Discussions in Sections L. 1}{4.3] apply
generally to arbitrary g and n > 1. Starting from the end of Section [4.5 we specialize to the
case n = 1.

4.1. Space of stability conditions. For the definition of stability conditions, we refer to
Kass—Pagani [27]. Recall that a stability condition ¢ is nondegenerate if there exists no
strictly ¢-semistable multidegree.

Let ﬂ;{n C Mg, be the locus of treelike curves; these are stable marked curves whose
graph is a tree with any number of self-loops attached, and they form an open substack
of Mg. A stability condition ¢ of degree 0 is called semismall if the trivial line bundle on

the universal curve over ﬂtl is ¢-stable. When ¢ is semismall and nondegenerate, ¢-stable

g7n
. . . . . ——tl
fine compactified Jacobians are canonically isomorphic over M;n.
Since we assumed n > 1, for any nondegenerate stability condition ¢ of degree d we can
find ¢’ nondegenerate and semismall such that the corresponding universal fine compactified
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Jacobians are isomorphic to each other:

—d¢ 0.4/
Jg,n - g?n :

To see this, we can use the section given by the marking to change the degree, and twist by a
vertical divisor to change the bidegree for curves with 2 components and 1 separating node;
this governs the locus of treelike curves ﬂ;{n C My, by [27, Corollary 3.6].

4.2. Divisors on fine compactified Jacobians. From now on, we assume that ¢ is a
7da¢
J

gn Mg, is the corresponding

nondegenerate stability condition of degree d, and 7 :
universal fine compactified Jacobian.

Let Cyn, — J ’¢ be the universal curve and let F be the universal sheaf on Cg4,, trivialized
along the sectlon glven by the first marking. By [21], the universal sheaf F is the pushforward

of the universal admissible line bundle £ on the universal quasistable curve
p:CH, — jg:i.
Here the admissible line bundle has degree 1 on each unstable component of C{f,. This
universal family induces natural tautological classes, which generate a ring
R*(7,7) € CH(Tg7),
called the tautological ring of the universal fine compactified Jacobian j;:i. Applying the
cycle class map, we can also consider the cohomological counter-part of the tautological ring

RH* (T3, Q) C H* (T, Q).

Although most of the cohomological arguments in this section take place in the tautological
ring RH*( ng) all relevant tautological classes will be given in explicit form. For this
reason, we do not provide a complete definition of the tautological ring here, and instead refer
the interested reader to [4, [6] for further details.

We first introduce several (tautological) divisor classes on J g’f;,

they will be used throughout
this section:

1
O := —51?*(01(5)2), k0,1 := Px(c1(L£) U c1(wplog)),
and

G=zici(L), ¥i=aici(wp), 1<i<n.

Here z; : J a9 "= CqS is the section corresponding to the i-th marking, and w, (resp. wp1og) is
the relatlve duahzmg (resp. log-canonical) line bundle.
We also recall the tautological ring

RH*(Myn,Q) C H*(Myn,Q)
and the standard tautological classes

Kiy Ai € RHzZ( gm@) i € RHZ( gna@)
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see [50]. Classes on M, ,, can also be viewed as classes on J v1a the pullback
T H* (M gn,(@)(—>H*(J ).
Lemma 4.1. We have
2 7d’¢ _ 2 7d7¢
RH (Jg,nv ) =H (Jg,na )
In particular, the group HQ(jﬁ),Q) is spanned by the classes ©, k01 modulo classes pulled
back from RH*(M,1,Q).

Proof. By [24], the Chow group CH!(J,,,) is spanned by tautological classes. Since 7;:?; is
nonsingular, the excision sequence implies that Rl(J ) CHl(J ) By the Lefschetz (1,1)
theorem, it suffices to show that H> O(Jg, ) =0.

The rational Abel-Jacobi map Mg ntg - J ’¢ », With respect to the last g markings admits
— Mg g with M,

a resolution a : /\/l — J Vla a birational modlﬁcatlon /\/l

g,n+g g,n+g g,n+g

nonsingular. Since a is proper and surjective, the pullback map
a*: H*( gn,Q) — H*(/\/lgn+g,Q)

is injective. As birational transformations do not affect H?"(—), the vanishing of H 2’O(jgﬁ)
follows from the fact that H*%(Mg,1,) = 0 by [Z, Theorem 2.2]. O

4.3. Vanishing via the perverse filtration. Now we consider the perverse filtration
associated with the fibration = : jj:ﬁ — Mg, We recall the following proposition from [6,
Proposition 8.7].

Proposition 4.2. Taking cup-product with the class ko1 € HQ(jd’i, Q) satisfies
KO,lu:Pka( gnv@)*}P/ﬂ Hm+2( gnv@)
for any k,m. The same holds for the class & € H2( g Q)

This means that the class ko1 and & have strong perversity 1 in the sense of [34]. For
example, Proposition immediately implies

(59) O Uky, UTE™ € Pojeriyy, S 2imi(T, g " Q).
i

We also recall the following lemma (see [6, Lemma 8.6]) which shows that perversity implies
vanishing after pushing forward.
Lemma 4.3. Ifa € Pyy_1H*( ng) then

ma=0¢€ H*(My,,Q).
As we will apply later, Proposition and Lemma yield vanishing of the classes
™ (6" U kg ;)

for many values of k,[; this significantly simplifies our calculations.
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4.4. Outline of the proof. We prove Theoremby contradiction. Since 7;2? is isomorphic

to 72’7? for some nondegenerate semismall stability condition ¢/, we only consider stability
conditions which are nondegenerate and semismall.

Let ¢1, ¢2 be nondegenerate semismall stability conditions, and suppose that there exists a
graded ring isomorphism

(60) FHT)TQ) S HAT0E, Q)

which is linear over H*(M, 1, Q). Since the top-degree cohomology of both fine compactified
Jacobians is one-dimensional, there exists a nonzero constant ¢ € Q* depending only on f

such that
/70 (151 == /0 d>2 :

for all 2 € H*( 2?1,(@) In particular, for any v € H*(M,1,Q) and k,l € Z>o, we must have

c- [¢ OF Urhy Uvy = [, F(©)FU f(ro1) Ur.
Tg Ty
Fori=1,2, let m; : J 00 _, Mg 1 be the natural projection. By the Poincaré duality for M, 1,
the equality of the 1ntegrals above implies

(61) ¢ (O Ukl ,) = T (F(©)F U f(ron)") € H* (Mg, Q).

For our purpose, it suffices to show that does not hold for some choices of nondegenerate
semismall stability conditions ¢1, ¢o.
By Lemma there exist unique

a,b,S,tGQ, 576/€RH2(MQ,17Q)

such that

f(©) =a® +bro1 + B,  f(ko1) =50 +tro1+ .
As k and [ varies, the relation imposes constraints on the coefficients ¢, a, b, s, t, and the
classes 3, 3. In the following, we show that these constraints cannot always be satisfied as
long as the genus g is at least 4. Our main tool is the tautological relations obtained from
the theory of universal double ramification cycles [4] over the universal Picard stack. These
relations, as we will review in the next section, impose strong constraints on the classes

T (OF U 5671) € H*(My1,Q).

4.5. Universal double ramification cycle relations. Let Pic,,, be the universal Picard
stack over the moduli stack 90, of prestable curves of genus g with n markings. Let Pic, , 4
be the connected component parameterizing line bundles of total degree d.

Let ¢ be a nondegenerate stability condition of degree d. Using the universal admissible

line bundle as in Section there exists a morphism to the universal Picard stack

(62) P J —> Bicy . a-
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The tautological divisor classes in Section induced by the universal admissible line bun-
dle £ are naturally defined on the universal Picard stack, whose pullback along ¢ recover
the corresponding classes on the universal fine compactified Jacobians; we will use the same
notation to denote these classes on Pic, , ; and jzji respectively. The universal double rami-

fication cycle relations are on Bic pulling back along yields relations on j;l:z for any

g,n,d>
nondegenerate stability condition ¢.
We first recall the universal double ramification cycle introduced in [4] (see also [6]). Let d

be a fixed integer. Consider a tuple of integers a = (aq,...,a,) € Z™ and b € Z with
Zai =d+b(29 —2+n).
i

For given integers a and b, the universal double ramification cycle class
uniDR{ (b; a) € CH®(Bic,, ,, 4)

is a certain algebraic class that governs the Abel-Jacobi theory of families of prestable curves.
We state in the following theorem some properties of the universal double ramification
cycles needed in our argument. For N € Z, the “multiplication by N” map

[N] : ;’Bicg,n,o — micg,n,o

is given by the N-th tensor power of the universal line bundle.

Theorem 4.4. Let d € Z be fized. Let a € Z™ and b € Z with Y ; a; = d + b(2g — 2 + n).

(i) When d =0, the pullback

[N]*uniDR{ (b; a)
admits an explicit expression as a polynomial in N of degree 2c.

(ii) The class uniDRG(b;a) admits an explicit expression as a polynomial in ag, ..., an,
and b of total degree 2c. Here the variable ay does not show up due to the relation
between the a; and b.

(iii) For ¢ > g, we have the vanishing

uniDR (b; a) = 0 € CH(Pic, ,, 4)-
Proof. Part (i) is from [6, Proposition 6.4]. When d = 0, (ii) is from [52, 54]. For general
d € 7, we consider the isomorphism given by twisting by the first marking
Td : sBicgm,d i) sIgicg,n,Oa (Ca {xz}v L) - (Ca {xz}’ L(—dxl))

Then (ii) follows from the functoriality of uniDR{ (b; a) under 7;; see [4, Section 7.4]. Part (iii)
is from [4, Theorem 0.8]. O

We mainly focus on the case d = 0,n = 1, for which we can refine the relation in Theo-
rem [4.4(iii) as follows. For all w,m > 0, we have

(63) [UnlDR;(b, al)]weight:w,deg:m =0,
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where the weight w refers to the coefficient of N, and the degree m is the degree as a poly-
nomial in b. The left-hand side of admits an explicit expression in terms of tautological
classes. We note that a special case of was used in [5].

We present the explicit forms of some special cases of , which will be used in our proof;
we refer to [4, Section 0.3] for further details. We consider pairs (I', §) consisting of a prestable
graph T" of genus g with n legs, and a degree ¢ : V(I') — Z on the set of vertices of I'. Each
pair defines a Picard substack Bicp, with prescribed degeneration, together with a natural
morphism

Iyt ‘Bicpa — ‘Bicg’n
of degree |Aut(I's)|. We use [['s] to denote the class given by the pushforward of the funda-
mental class (jr;)«1. For a ﬁne compactified Jacobian J gi) with a ¢-stable multidegree J on
a quasistable graph T, let T Ts ¢ denote the pullback of Bicp, along .

Partial normalization along the edges of I' induces a morphism

(64) Picr, = ]I Ficso)nw.ee -

veV(I)
We also need to consider generalizations of the classes [['s]; they are natural classes of the
form

[F5 ) a]

given by the stratum I's decorated by a tautological class « pulled back from the factors
Bicy(v) n(v),5(v)- Lhese generalized boundary classes appear as terms of the double ramification
cycle relatlons.

As an example of , the relation

[uniDRZH(b; a1)]weight=2g+1, deg=1 = 0

on the Picard stack ‘,BicgJ’O is of the form

(oY
SLGL AT Zd2gl—1[1}
92 9

| al
g g g1+g2=g d+d'=
g—1
(65) ° ol oo
ool XY D ]
g1+ge=g—1d+d'= g2 g1

+ (other terms).

Here the number §(v) at a vertex v in the graphs above refers to the assigned degree, and the
number g; below the vertex is the genus of the vertex. The infinite sum becomes finite after
pulling back the relation along .

Remark 4.5. In the formula , we only explicitly wrote out the main terms of the identity.
Every term of the identity is of the form

coefficient - ©F U [T's, a].



THE INTRINSIC COHOMOLOGY RING OF THE UNIVERSAL COMPACTIFIED JACOBIAN 45

As we discussed in Section our main application of the universal double ramification cycle
relations is to handle the pushforward of monomials of © and ko1 to Mg 1. After pulling back
the relation via l} and pushing forward to Mq,l, many terms vanish for dimension reasons.
Namely, if the stabilization of the graph I' has higher codimension than the pushforward class,
then the corresponding term will vanish. In particular, these terms are not relevant for our
arguments so we use other terms to denote them for notational convenience. This convention
is applied throughout Section [ for all universal double ramification cycle relations.

We recall some further relations on the stacks

Picg10, Picgoa, Picgsy

given by Theorem [4.4[(iii); although we mainly consider the case d = 0,n = 1 as in (7)), we
need the other two stacks to handle boundary strata.

e On Pic, ; g: we first define

_ 1

A= g | —ht 29— 11— > (291 - 1)2[ I —0—0 } € CH! (My.1).
g1+g92=9g 92 g
91,9221

Here MM, 1 is the moduli stack of prestable curves with 1 marking, and 1,41 and the boundary
strata (appeared on the right-hand side) are standard tautological classes on 9,1 as in [7].
The relation

[UniDRg+1(b; al)]weight:2g,deg:2 =0

is of the form

eI~y /ﬁ%’l B _(99 U K1
(g—1)120 g!
Q9! 6d>( 2g1
TS > Z {1_@\/;@}
g1+g2=g9—1d+d'= g2 g1
eI~2y K0O.1
66 +— U Y Z 20WBO)
( ) (g 2)! g1+ge=g—1d+d'= [ g2 91}
Un +
69_2 291)
+(g—2)!u 22 [ -}
g1+g2=9—1d+d'=0 g2 g1

+ (other terms).

Here in the fourth term on the right-hand side, we use e = (h,h’) to denote an edge, and
Yp, Y are the -classes at the corresponding half-edges.
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e On Picy 5 4 the relation
[uniDRI(b; 0,29 + d)]deg—1 = 0
is of the form
09U Ko,1 O9 U &
= =0 — 9.

g! g
9 U o

+ 2gd -

+—U Z Z —2g1€ - [12]
1 92

g1tg2=g e+e'=d

+ (other terms).

e On Pic, 3 4: the relation
[uniDRY*!(0;a,d — @, 0)]deg—1 = 0

is of the form

@gU(§2—§1:@:" T Oy [ 3‘ . 2}

9! g1+g2=g et+e'=d g1
(68) 3
Cy oY [ H O 1 }
g1+g2=g e+e'=d g1 g2

+ (other terms),

and the relation
[uniDRY*!(0;a,d — @, 0)]deg—0 = 0
is of the form

9+l o9

2
(69) CES] = U (d& + d21/12> + (other terms).

We conclude this section by recalling a result of [6] where a closed formula for the pushfor-
ward of monomials of divisors is obtained when the perversities of the divisors sum exactly
to 2g; these classes are presented in terms of the double ramification cycle formulas over the
moduli of stable curves M, ,, [26]. Let a € Z" and b € Z with ", a; = b(29 — 2 + n). The
trivial line bundle induces a map e : M, — Bic, ,0- The double ramification cycle formula
is then defined by

DRy (b;a) = e*uniDR{ (b; a).
By Theorem [4.4{ii), this is a polynomial in aq,...,a,, and b; we use
IDRS ()],

akn
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to denote the coefficient of the monomial bas? - - - akr of DRy (b; a). We refer to [26] for explicit

formulas for these classes.

Theorem 4.6 ([0, Theorem 1.1]). Let 7 : jg:fz — My, be the universal fine compactified
Jacobian associated with a nondegenerate stability condition ¢ where the universal line bundle
is trivialized along the first marking. Let [, m, ko, -+ , k, be nonnegative integers with

n
2l—i—m—|—Zk:,- = 2g.
i=2
Then we have

(_I{O,l)m . sz — c
T (l' U T U ];[ k! = (_1)g Z[DRg(ba a)]bma’;Z,”aZn;
in particular, the pushforward is independent of the stability condition ¢.

4.6. Constraints. In this section, we assume the existence of the ring isomorphism (60 in
Section so that the relation holds for ¢1, ¢2. We derive constraints on ¢, a, b, s,t € Q,
and 3,5 € RH2(M971,Q).

Lemma 4.7. We have
ad=c#0, s=0.
Proof. Since m;,(©9) = ¢!, we have
c-g! =7 (0%) = m,((a® + bro 1 + B)Y) = a9g!

where the second equality follows from and the last equality follows from the perversity
bound of Proposition and the vanishing given by Lemma We conclude that a? = c.
By a similar argument using the perversity bound of Proposition 4.2] we have

0=c m(Kf) = m2x((s© + tro1 + 8)7) = s%g!.
Therefore s = 0. U

Lemma 4.8. If g > 2, we have

a=t2.

Proof. We first prove that [DR;(b; a1)]p2 is a nonzero class in H%(M,1,Q). Restricting to
My1 C ﬂgyl, we have
1
[DRy(b;a1)lpe = 5 (k1 + (29 — 1)*1).

2
Let p: My 1 — M, be the forgetful map. Then we have

ps(—k1 + (29 — 1)%1) = 8g(g — 1)* - [M,] # 0 € H' (M, Q).
Therefore, we deduce from Theorem [4.6] that
(70) T (0971 U 53,1) = m. (0971 U H%vl) # 0.
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On the other hand, by combined with , we obtain that
c-m (097U /«03,1) = 2. ((a® + brg1 + B)Y 1 U (tko1 + B)?) = a9 1 - mu (@971 U mal),

from which we deduce
ad = c= a9 142,

Here we applied Lemma and . The desired identity is concluded. O

Lemma 4.9. If g > 2, we have

2b
HZTD%@MML
Proof. We first prove that
(71) 71'1*(@9 U Iio,l) = Wg*(@g U H071) =0.

We pull back the relation to jg:(fi and then push it forward to M, 1. The left-hand side

calculates . Now we consider the right-hand side: The first term does not contribute since
the stability condition forces d = d’ = 0. By dimension considerations, the only potentially
contributing term from the second term is when g; = 0; however, this term also vanishes
because its coeflicient is a multiple of g;. Therefore, is concluded.

By , we obtain
0=c m.(09Ukp1) = ma.((a© + bro1 + B)? U (tkoa + B)).
Expanding the right-hand side, only the terms
(72) T2.(09 U ko), (097 UKE,), mau(©9US)

contribute by and Lemma We conclude the desired formula for 3’ by comparing the
coefficients of the terms in in the equation

m2.((a® + bro 1 + B) U (tko1 + ) =0,
combined with Lemma, , and the fact
T (09U ') = g!f
given by the projection formula. O

Corollary 4.10. If g > 2, we have

L PR A
tomp [ U2 ) =2y, U -2
m ((9—1)! 3! "\ -1 3l

+ 40+ (IDREB:an)lys — 5(ORY G an])?)
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Proof. By and Lemma we obtain

(73) c- 7r1*(®9_1 U Hal) = 24 ((a© + bko,1 + ﬁ)g_l U (tkoa + B')g).
Expanding the right-hand side, only the terms

(74) T (097 UKY ), mu(@9 UKG, UB), mal(09 2 Ukg,)

contribute by and Lemma
The second term of simplifies to

T2 (©9 T UKG U B) = mau (@9 UKE U B

= —2!(g — 1)![DR; (b; a1)]2 U %b[DR;(b; a1)]p2

where the first equality follows from the projection formula and the second follows from
and Lemma By Theorem the third term of equals to

T2 (0972 U kg 1) = 4l(g — 2)!I[DR2(b; a1)]a-

We conclude the desired formula by comparing the coefficients of the terms in and
respectively. O

4.7. Explicit computation. Throughout this section we always assume that the stability
condition ¢ is nondegenerate and semismall. To complete the proof of Theorem we provide
an explicit expression of the class

(75) T.(09 U KS,) € HY(M,y1,Q), 7177 — Mya

in terms of tautological classes on M, 1. This will be achieved in Proposition below which
is the main result of this section.

The boundary stratum associated with a prestable graph containing unstable vertices cor-
responds to a lower-genus fine compactified Jacobian. Consider the boundary stratum j%j

of 7%) corresponding to the prestable graph I' and the ¢-stable multidegree ¢ : V(I') — Z.
Suppose that I is obtained by subdividing m edges of a stable graph I'y; we label these m edges
by e1,...,em. Let [ be the stable graph obtained from I'y by separating the edges e1, ..., en.
We have a canonical identification V (I's) = V().

For each edge ey = (hg, h},), we label the two additional legs of T by 2k and 2k + 1 (the
order does not matter). By [0, Lemma 2.4], there exists a nondegenerate stability condition b

of degree —m over ﬂg_m71+2m such that the stratum j%m’qb is identified by the following

)
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diagram

J

T,

j:mqu 7_m)¢

707(75
Ts Jg—m,1+2m Jg,l

(76) ys N J | Jﬂ

Vi Y vi Jm 5=
Mz ——— Mg_m71+2m — ngl,

Here j,, denotes the morphism gluing the 2k-th and (2k + 1)-th markings for 1 < k& < m,

™ , there are two

and jx is the gluing morphism associated with I. In particular, over J~
universal curves: the first is a family of stable curves of genus g — m Wlth 1 + 2m markings,

and the second is a family of quasistable curves of genus g with one marking.

The genus g — m universal curve over j%:W together with defines a morphism
T 7¢
(77) s Jn; — H PiCy(0) n(v),5(0)-
UEV(F)

For each vertex v, denote by

Ofvl, ko1 [v], &l wilv] € HA(J= "’i@)

the pullback of the corresponding classes from Picy () 5 (v),5(v) 2lONg @s.

Lemma 4.11. Let j5: j%m’ J ? be the morphism in ([76)).
5

(i) Forl>1, we have

O'Ulsl=s5| > © Z (§ar + 2k41)

veV(T)

(ii) Forl> 1, we have

Ko UMl =0 | Y. Koulv]
UEV(f)

(iii) Let e = (h,h’) be an edge of T connecting a stable vertex and an unstable vertex
associated to k-th subdivided edge ey, where h/ be the half edge attached to the unstable
vertex. Then we have

(s, ] = 34(Eak — E2na1)-
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777’1,(]5

Proof. The genus g universal quasistable curve over jf induces a morphism
6

. 7_m7$ 3
v Jﬁ; - H Pic(w).n(w) 5(w)-
weV (T)

For each w € V(I'), we have the natural projection

pot T Picgu)mw)ow) = Fiow)m(w) ow)-
weV(T)

Consider the following relation in CH*(Bic, ,, 4):

OU] = > [5¢"p,0l
weV (T)
When w € V(I') is a stable vertex, then ¢*p}© = ©[w]. Therefore, it is enough to consider
the case when w is an unstable vertex of I'. When w is an unstable vertex, the degree at w
should be 1 by the stability condition. The relation uniDR}(0;a+1,—a) = 0 on Picy o1 yields

1
e+ 5(51 + &2) + (other terms) = 0.

After pulling back this relation along p,, o ¢, the other terms do not contribute due to the
stability conditions. Therefore, the result holds for m = 1. The general case of (i) follows by
a similar argument.

The argument for (ii) is parallel. It suffices to consider kg 1[w] with w an unstable vertex
of I', and then it follows from the relation uniDR{(b; a, —a) = 0 on Picy o ;.

Part (iii) follows from the relation uniDR}(a + 1, —a) = 0 on Picg o _1; see [0, (34)]. O

We return to the computation of the pushforward ; the contributions from strata away
from the tree-like locus will play an important role.
We consider the classes

[T1],...,[Tyo1] € HY(M,1,Q)
given by the stable graphs
Vg W,y
Ly = [ 1 _O }’
92 g9
where g1 and g2 denote the genera of the two vertices wgy, and vy, with g1 +g2 = g — 1
and g7 > 1.

By [27, Corollary 3.6], the stability condition ¢ over M, is uniquely determined by its
values at stable graphs of the form

(i) two vertices with one edge connecting them, and
(ii) Tg—1.
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For an integer z, let ¢(z) be a sequence of nondegenerate semismall stability conditions which
are identical for all the graphs in (i) above, and for I'y_; we assign

d(2)(vg—1) =2z+¢€, O(2)(wg—1)=—2—€, 0<eK %

The values of ¢(z) on the other graphs I'y, are determined by the following formula.

Lemma 4.12. Let ¢(z) be the nondegenerate semismall stability condition as above. Then
the value of ¢(z) on the graph Iy, is given by

— g1 - (z € z)(w = — 91 (2 €).
6:) = 8y (e, b)) =~ Py (4

Proof. Consider the stable graph [ with g vertices labeled ug,u1,...,us—1, where g(ug) =0

and g(u1) = -+ = g(ug—1) = 1. Fori =0,...,g, the vertex u; is connected to u;—; by one
edge (with uy := up), and the first marking is attached to wuo.
We show that the values ¢(2)(u1),...,$(2)(ug—1) are all equal. For each 1 < i < g — 2,

consider the contraction of graphs I — T'; in which the vertices uy, for k # i, i+1 are contracted
to ug. The graph I'; admits a symmetry interchanging the vertices u; and u;41. Since ¢(2) is
compatible with both contractions and the symmetries of stable graphs, we obtain

6(2)(w) = $()(ups1), 1<i<g—2.

Therefore we have ¢(2)(u1) = -+ = ¢(2)(ug—1).
On the other hand, there is a contraction I' — I'g contracting the vertices u; for 1 <i < g—1
to a single vertex. Compatibility of ¢(z) with contractions then yields

¢(2)(uo) = ¢(2)(vg-1)-
Since ¢(z) is a stability condition of degree 0, we have
¢(2)(uo) + (g — 1)o(2)(u1) = 0,
and the desired equality follows from the compatibility of ¢(z) with contractions. O

Let
0: V()= 2Z

be a multidegree which is stable with respect to ¢(z). On the graph Iy, the stability condition
(see [27), Definition 4.1]) forces

|5(Ug1) - ¢(Z)(Ugl)| <1

So there are only two possible ¢(z)-stable multidegrees, and we denote them by

(78) 6(”91) = 591 (2)7 (5(11191) = _591 (z)
and

(79) 5(”91) = 591 (Z) +1, 5(wg1) = _591 (z) -1
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respectively. In particular, the constant d4,(2) is an invariant dependent on the stability
condition ¢(z).

Let F’gl be the quasistable graph obtained by subdividing one of the edges of I'y,. Denote
by vy, and wj, the associated stable vertices of I') . The stability condition forces

(80) O(vg,) = dgy (2),  O(wg,) = —dg, (2) — L.
In particular, there is a unique ¢(z)-stable multidegree on F’gl.
For the fibration
707 J—
T Jgff(z) — My,
we can express the pullback of the stratum class [I'y,] as

7 [Cg,] = T4 ]+ [Ty,

where the classes [['f] and [I';,] correspond to the strata with multidegrees and

91]
respectively.

Lemma 4.13. Assume that1 < g3 < g—1.
(i) We have the relation

(@g—l U Ko,1
Ty | ——m8M——

QJﬁUHﬂzwﬂ%k

(ii) We have the vanishing
7, (0972 U I{al U [I’;rl]) =, (092U /4(2),1 Ull,])=0.

Sketch of the proof. The universal double ramification cycle relations provide an algorithm to
calculate the classes of the form

(81) m(OF Ukl UTS)) € HY(My1,Q), k+1=g,

which leads to the proof of both identities above. Since the full proof is lengthy but the
idea is straightforward, we summarize the computational scheme here and leave the details to
Section

A class must be a multiple of the class [I'y, ], and it suffices to determine the coefficient.
First, we use Lemma to distribute the monomial ©F U “6,1 among the vertices of Fffl; then
we apply the relations in Section [f.5]at each vertex. For dimension reasons, the only terms that
can contribute nontrivially to the pushforward are those corresponding to the stratum F;l,
decorated by monomials of © divisors on stable vertices. These terms can be computed by

successive applications of the universal double ramification cycle relations. O

Proposition 4.14. We have

(S K1 -
m (v ) = X et 0]

—1)!
g—1! oy
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where the constants ag, (¢(z)) € Q depend on the stability condition ¢(z) as

3
o0 (90) = —222L (5,5 3).

Proof. We multiply %/@0’1 on each side of . By and the projection formula, the first
term vanishes:

W*(@g U Ko,1 U Rl) = 7['*(@9 U K,o’l) Ury = 0.
The third and the fourth terms also do not contribute to the pushforward. To see this, by
the vanishing Lemma ii), we have for any ¢g; > 1 the vanishing

T (0972 Ukgy U ]) = m(©972 Uk, UG ]) = 0.

When g1 = 0, the corresponding term vanishes because the coefficient is a multiple of g;. A
similar argument shows that the fourth term also does not contribute to the pushforward.

Thus only the second term contributes to the pushforward. By Lemma and , the
contribution from the stratum F;l pushes forward to

—2(291)°
7(591(2))2 [Ty,
Since 7*[['g,] = [, ] + [['y,], the projection formula implies

(g— 1!

Therefore, by , the contribution from the stratum I'; is

0971 U ko _
Ty < U] ) =201 [[g,].

2(2g1)*
15 (00(2) +1)%) - [Ty,].
Adding the two contributions yields the formula for a4, (¢(2)). O
Lemma 4.15. The classes [I1],...,[Ty—1] are linearly independent in H*(M,1,Q).

Proof. We proceed by explicit intersection theory. When g1 # 4, the vanishing
39—3—3¢
/ P17 Uksior =0
Fgl

holds for dimension reasons. On the other hand, we have

39—3—3t U ) o 39—3—3t . ) o ) . )
(1 K3i—1 = [ 1 T K3g—3i—6* |__ K3i—3
r; Mg_1-i3 M2 Mg_1-5 M;

3

which is nonzero by [22), (28)]. O
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4.8. Proof of Theorem Suppose that there is an isomorphism
fH (T79,Q) = B (777, Q)
of H*(M, 1, Q)-algebras sending
f(©) =a® +bko1 + B,  f(ro1) =sO +tro1 + .
By Lemmas [4.7] [£.8} and [£.9] we must have
s=0, a=t> f = 2b[DR1(b ay)]p2.

By an explicit calculation, we get

2 1 1 2 = (291)4
IDR2(bs o)y — 5 (DR} a)ie)? = 3 2l 1 ]
g1=1
Therefore, by Proposition and Lemma both sides of the equation in Corollary
can uniquely be expressed in terms of linear combinations of I'y; with g1 = 1,...,9 — 1;
comparing their coefficients, we obtain
N o1
(82) t|dg (2) — 3)= t | 0g, (') — 5) - 4b(291), g1 =1,...,9— 1.

To complete the proof, it suffices to find two degrees z, 2z’ such that has no solutions
with b € Q,t € Q*.
In fact, we just take:
2=0, 2 =2

When z = 0, we have d4,(0) = 0 for all g;. On the other hand, when 2’ = 2, by (4.7)) and
Lemma [£.12 we obtain
0 ifg; < g1
0g,(2) = { 4

1 if g1 > 4=
For g > 4, a nontrivial rational solution (b,t) to must satisfy

t t ¢ t 2
—= = b, ——=——-8b(g—1 —— = — —8b(g
by considering g1 = 1,9 — 2,9 — 1. This is clearly impossible which completes the proof of
Theorem [0.6l O

Remark 4.16. When t = 1, the condition is always satisfied for a pair of integers z, 2’ with
7 =2+b(29—-2), beZ.
This is because of the existence of an isomorphism

To0® 2 700D (Coar, L) s (Coan, Lo wdil, © Oc(b(2g — 1a) © O(a))
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inducing the obvious ring isomorphism f. Here « is the unique vertical divisor on the universal
curve Cg1 — M1 chosen so that L ® wgfobg ® Oc(b(2g — 1)z1) ® O(«) has multidegree 0
over M.

4.9. Proof of Lemma Now we prove Lemma We provide here the details for the

proof of (i); the proof of (ii) is similar and simpler.
For notational convenience, we set

ViI=g, W i= W,
so that g(w) = g1:
v w
T, = [ 1—0__ >0 }
92 g1

Let e = (h, h') be one of the two edges of I'y, with h the half-edge attached to w. We consider
the morphism . By Lemma M(i, ii), we have

6971 U ko, _ ko1 [v] U (B])” U (B[w])’2
(83) — = Y ] —M?Zg_l lr;l, ! TS ]

po Foalu]U (O[] U (Ofu])®

s [91’ i) 1

k1+ko=g—1

(i) The first summation. We show that the first summation of does not contribute to
the pushforward along 7 : jgff(z) — Mgy .

Case 1: j; > g(v). We apply the relation at the vertex v, with the second marking
of Picy(y)3,5(y) identified with the first marking of F;l. Since the universal line bundle is
trivialized along the first marking, we have &&[v] = 0. In , the terms supported on
unstable boundary strata do not contribute, because the vertex v cannot further degenerate
to a stratum containing an unstable vertex (recall that any unstable vertex must have degree 1)
by the stability condition . The terms supported on stable boundary strata also do not
contribute for dimension reasons. Therefore, only the second term of remains.

For the monomials (O[v])™ U (¢2[v])™ with m > g(v) + 1, we can apply at the vertex v
repeatedly to reduce to monomials with m < g(v) and n > 1. However, since ¢s[v] = 7%,
we obtain

T (Y2[v])" U (B])™ U (O[w])??) = ¢ U (O[])™ U (B[w])’?) = 0

where the last equality holds for dimension reasons. Therefore, monomials with j; > g(v) do
not contribute to the pushforward.

Case 2: j; < ¢g(v). In this case we have jo, > g(w). Hence the relation can be ap-
plied at the vertex w. Let st : M ()2 — Mg(w)g be the stabilization morphism. By [7|
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Proposition 3.14], we have

(84) st*wlzwl—[l—o—o—ﬂ.
0 g(w)
First, consider the terms without boundary strata. After repeatedly applying the rela-
tion , such terms reduce to a linear combination of

(O[w])?™) U (Ealw])* U (st™da[w])’t, s+ ja = 1.
If j4 > 1, then the pushforward of
[T mo[0] U (O[] U (O[uw])™) U (€] U (st™au]*]

is zero for dimension reasons. Hence, we assume j4 = 0 and j3 > 1. We identify the half-edge h
with the second marking of w, and A’ with the first marking of w. Since

Slw] =&, =& = & v,

we may move (&w])? to the vertex v. Then the codimension of the tautological class at v
exceeds ¢g(v); by a similar argument as above, this term does not contribute after the push-
forward.

Next, consider the terms with boundary strata. For dimension reasons, the only possi-
ble contributions are divisor classes with an unstable vertex. If the vertex w is decorated
by st*is[w], the pushforward again vanishes for dimension reasons. By Lemma we are
reduced to computing the pushforward of

2(Ro,1[0] U (B[o])* U (&a[u])2 7971 U (B[uw])!™))
. 76(’0)7(25’0 776(’”)717(]510 70’¢ : .
where 7 : Jg(v)73 X Jg(w%2 — J g1 1s defined in . The cohomology class from the first
factor has perversity
2j1 +j2 — g(w) = 29(v) + g(w) — j2 < 29(v).
Therefore, by Lemma [4.3] the pushforward of this term also vanishes.

(ii) The second summation. We return to (83)). By a similar argument as above, in the
second summation on the right-hand side, only the term

L (0D (B[w])) U ko [w]
g’ | U |
g(v)! g(w)!

contributes to the pushforward along 7. By (67) on Bic

g(w),2,—6(v)> We have

(B[w])9™) U ko 1 [w]
g(w)!

(O[w])9™) Uy,
g(w)!

(Olw)!™ ug,
g(w)!

T DY > —2Ge- [ W —O——Oh .
' G Go

G14+G2=g(w) et+e/'=—6(v)

(85)

= 2g(w) - 29(w)d(v) -
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In the following, we compute the contribution of each individual term on the right-hand side
of .

For the first term of (85), consider the relation on Picy () 3 5(»), With the second marking
identified by h’. Since we have trivialized the universal line bundle along the first marking, it
follows that & = 0. Therefore,

. ((0])7) U (O[u])?™) Ug,) = m. (0[] U gy U (Ofu])*™)) =0,

where the first equality uses &, = &/, and the second follows from the fact that the boundary
stratum in does not contribute under the stability condition . This shows that the
first term of does not contribute to the pushforward.

For the second term of , we have

” lﬁ <@[v]>9<v>u(@[ww%wh] . lF' <@[v]>g<v>u<@[w}>g<w>]
e 9(0)lg(w)! LT )

= [Fgl]v
where the first equality follows from together with the projection formula, and the second
from Lemma Hence the second term of contributes —2g(w)d(v) - [['y,].

For the third term of , the boundary stratum contributes to the pushforward only
when it is unstable for dimension reasons; hence G; = 0 or G; = g(w). Since the coefficient
is proportional to G1, we only consider the case G; = g(w); hence e = —6(v) — 1 by (80).
Therefore, the third term of contributes 2g(w)(6(v) + 1) - [['g,].

After summing all contributions of , we obtain the desired formula. O
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